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PROFESSOR G. H. WOOLDRIDGE, F.R.C.V.S,, M.R.I.A. 
President, Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 


As intimated in a previous issue of this 
journal, the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons have elected Professor 
G. H. Wooldridge, F.R.C.v.S.,  M.R.I.A,, F.Z.S., 
F.R.SAN.L, as their President for the year 
1939-40. 

This is the highest honour which the Council 
has within its power to bestow, and it is a well- 
inarked tribute to one who has given such long, 
devoted and disinterested service on behalf 
of the profession and for the advancement of 
veterinary science. His name is a household 
word among veterinarians both at home and 
abroad, and wherever he is known, he is held in 
the highest esteem and affection. 

He has for many years played a leading part 
in the political and scientific life of the pro- 
fession and he has well deserved the many 
honours and compliments which have been 
showered upon him, He brings to his high office 
in abundant measure the many qualities which 
make for success and with his ripe experience, 
his wise counsel and impartial judgment as 
well as his genial personality, no more capable 
President could have been selected to maintain 
the dignity of the Chair and safeguard the in- 
terests of the profession. 

A farmer’s son born at Stoke-on-Trent, Pro- 
fessor Wooldridge received his preliminary 
education at Neweastle-under-Lyme and entered 
the Royal Veterinary College, London, in 1895. 
He was a pupil to Mr. J. Wilson, M.R.c.v.s., 
Nantwich, Cheshire, from 1893 to 1897. He 
graduated at the Royal Veterinary College in 
1899 after a most distinguished undergraduate 
career, having been awarded numerous medals 
and prizes during his course, and gained 
honours in every professional examination, in- 
cluding the rare distinction of first-class 
honours in the final examination. 

After graduating, he was appointed tutor at 
the Royal Veterinary College, London, and was 
editor of the Veterinary Student from = 1899- 
1900. At the termination of his appointment as 
tutor, he was elected to the post of Professor 
of Veterinary Science at the Royal Agricultural 
College, Cirencester, and in 1903 he was 
appointed to the Chair of Veterinary Medicine 
at the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland, 


which he held for five years. He took the 
Fellowship of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons in 1905. In 1908 he transferred to 
the Royal Veterinary College, London, where 
he was elected to the Chair of Pharmacology 
and Hygiene, and later was appointed Pro- 
fessor of Veterinary Medicine, which position 
he still retains. In 1936 he was made Vice- 
Principal of that College on the appointment 
of Professor Buxton to succeed the late Sir 
Fredrick Hobday as Principal. He is also 
Reader and Examiner in Veterinary Hygiene 
and Meat Inspection in the University of 
London and has been sometime Examiner for 
the Universites of Cambridge, Manchester, 
Liverpool, Reading and Bristol, and Examiner 
for the Meat Inspector’s Certificate of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute. He is a Member of 
the Royal Irish Academy and Honorary Con- 
sulting Veterinary Surgeon to the Zoological 
Society. 

He has been a prolific writer on veterinary 
subjects, and his writings and papers bear the 
hall mark of the trained observer and a highly 
critical faculty. He was joint editor of the 
Veterinary Journal for eight years from 1906 to 
1914. His most notable work is the ‘ Encyclo- 
paedia of Veterinary Medicine, Surgery and 
Obstetrics ” (2. vols., 2nd edition, 19385), of 
which he was the editof, and which has become a 
standard work throughout the English-speaking 
veterinary world. On account of his valuable 
observations and contributions to veterinary 
literature, he was awarded the Steel Memorial 
Medal by the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons in 1928 and the Victory Medal by the 
Central Veterinary Society in 1925, 

Professor Wooldridge has taken an active 
part in the professional and social activities of 
the National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland and _ affiliated 
Societies. He was President of the Central 
Veterinary Society in 1913-14, 1917-19, and 
President of the Royal Counties Veterinary 
Medical Society in 1924 and 1925. 

At the Annual Congresses of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, he presented 
original contributions in 1904, 1907 and 1914. 
He held the post of Hon. Treasurer of that 
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Association for 16 years from 1909 and during 
the critical war years, he also discharged the 
duties of Hon. Secretary. By his services in 
those ways, the reorganisation of that body 
in 1921 was greatly facilitated. In 1926-27 he 
was elected President of the *‘ National.” 

He was also elected Vice-President of the 
Royal Society of Medicine and President of the 
Section of Comparative Medicine, 1930-31, while 
he was President of the Section of Medicine and 
Surgery at the International Veterinary Con- 
gress, New York, in 1934. 

Since 1924 he has been a Member of the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons and has served on several important 
committees and sub-committees of that Council. 

This note would be very incomplete if no 
reference was made to his wife, who is to him 
a wonderful helpmate. The daughter of the 
late Mr. Salisbury Price, the well-known London 
veterinarian, she is active in charitable work 
and is the President of the Ladies’ Guild, 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

Although the New President leads a_ busy 
professional life, he has many outside interests. 
He is keen on sport and is still a fine tennis 
and badminton player. His social activities are 
well known. 

In Freemasonry he is a Past Master and P.Z.., 
and holds the honour of London Grand Rank. 

With this brief account of the biography 
of Professor Wooldridge one realises how well 
he is fitted for the Presidential Chair, and all 
his friends, who include not only his colleagues 
and old students, but also those who have had 
the privilege of knowing him, join in extending 
to him their best wishes for a successful and 
happy year of office, which may well be one of 
the most eventful and critical in the history 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 





CANCER RESEARCH AT CAMBRIDGE 

The Grand Council of the British’ Empire 
Cancer Campaign, at its quarterly meeting in 
London, approved of the formation of a Cancer 
Campaign research centre at Cambridge Uni- 
versity, which will co-ordinate all the cancer 
researvli being carried out at Cambridge and 
initiate work in the same way as the recently 
formed research centre at the University of 
Oxford. 

The initial committee to supervise the centre 
will consist of the Vice-Chancellor, Professor 
H. R. Dean, Professor of Pathology; Professor 
J. A. Ryle, the Regius Professor of Physic; Pro- 
fessor Sir Frederick Gowland Hopkins, Pro- 
fessor of Biochemistry; and Miss Honor Fell, 
director of the Strangeways Research Labora- 
tory, Cambridge. 
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An Appliance to Facilitate the Removal of 
Fluid (and Debris) from the Uterus of the 
Mare 


Major T. G. HEATLEY, 0.B.E., M.R.C.V.S. (Wood- 
bridge), writes :— 

Those who practise douching in cases of 
metritis or after removal of the afterbirth in 
the mare, must frequently have encountered 
complete inertia of the uterine musculature. 
In such cases the fluid is usually syphoned out 
by means of a rubber tube, the end of which 
nearly always becomes blocked by the uterine 
lining membrane before drainage is complete; 
the residual fluid is then mopped out with a 
towel—a procedure with obvious disadvantages. 

The simple appliance shown in the diagram 
was designed to overcome these difficulties; it 
has been in use for two seasons, and has given 
such unexpectedly gratifying results that this 
note is published in the hope that others also 
may find it useful. 


The diagram is self-explanatory. A rubber 
drainage tube having been attached at A, the 
appliance is introduced into the uterus, the 
fluid in which is automatically syphoned away ; 
if necessary the instrument can be passed into 
the uterine horns, Complete blocking of all the 
perforations in the rounded cap B has never 
been experienced, but a considerable amount of 
debris may collect inside it. This, however, 
is easily removed, since B can be unscrewed 
from the main body of the appliance. Being 
made entirely of metal, the instrument is easily 
sterilised and practically indestructible. 

It is suggested that the bad effects from 
douching which many veterinary surgeons have 
reported, may be due not to the effects of 
douching per se, but to the subsequent incom- 
plete removal of the fluid from the uterus. 

Note.—This appliance may be obtained from 
Messrs, Arnold and Sons, Wigmore Street, 
London. 





ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
LonpoN GAZETTE—WAR OFFICE—TERRITORIAL 
ARMY 
July 11th.—Maj. H. H. Lord, 0.8.£., having 
attained the age limit retires and retains his 
rank, with permission to wear the prescribed 
uniform (July 8th). 
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The Diagnosis of Helminthiasis by Means of Egg 
Counts, with Special Reference to Red-Worm Disease 
in Horses 


Kk. L. 


TAYLOR 


VETERINARY LABORATORY, MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 


This article has been prepared as a contribu- 
tion to the work of the Advisory Comunittee of 
the N.V.M.A. on Parasitic Diseases, it having 
been decided in the early stages of the 
activities of this committee to endeavour to do 
something to assist in the diagnosis of hel- 
minthiasis through improved methods of faecal 
examinations, 

The requirement for a standard method, to 
be followed by everyone who carries out the 
egg-counting technique, is particularly obvious 
in connection with the diagnosis of strongylosis 
in equines, At the present time egg counting 
is widely used in racing practice, where it is 
desirable to know something of the level of 
red-worm infestation, even although there may 
be no question of clinical disease, but the 
methods in use are so varied that it is impos- 
sible to make reliable comparisons between the 
results obtained by different clinicians using 
the test. Whereas one method may give a 
result in “eggs per grainme of faeces,” another 
gives it in ““eggs per ounce,” and yet another 
in “ eggs per microscopic field.” This confusion 
is bad enough, but to make the worst of it some 
of the owners have actually followed the 
practice of comparing the numbers of eggs in 
various counts without any reference to the 
unit of weight and so been very wide of the 
mark indeed, 

Although there are many difticulties in 
arriving at a definite diagnosis of helminthiasis 
through estimating the concentration of eggs of 
the parasitic worms in the faeces it is con- 
sidered that the information thus obtained is of 
the greatest assistance in arriving at a correct 
determination of the presence or absence of 
disease and the egg counting technique should 
be more widely used than it is at the present 
time. <A procedure that is both rapid and 
reliable has, therefore, been under consider- 
ation by the members of the Committee, and 
it is hoped that it may be generally adopted by 
all who use the laboratory technique for the 
diagnosis of helminthiasis. 

The method is the simple one of enumerating 
the eggs of the worms in a small, measured 


‘The Committee hopes at an early date, to 
publish a short memorandum, illustrated by 
photographs, dealing with the identification of 
the eggs of various parasitic worms. | 


amount of a Known dilution of faeces; it is 
widely used by the workers on hookworm 
disease in man and has been extensively used 
by some members of the Committee and by 
other laboratory workers on helminths in 
animals, 

Supposing a microscope with mechanical 
stage to be available the additional apparatus 
required is of the most ordinary and inexpen- 
sive kind, costing about ten shillings.*- 





Fic. 1. 


Showing all of the special apparatus 
required for egg counting. 


THE PROCEDURE 


To make a straightforward count, the various 
steps, in their correct order of succession, are 
as follows :— ‘ 

(1) Weigh out three grammes from the 
sample of faeces or, having mixed the material 
into a plastic mass with the spatula, completely 

*This apparatus may be obtained from 
Messrs. Baird & Tatlock at approximately the 
following prices, cither separately, or the whole 
outfit complete in a box: 


s <& 

McDonald automatic pipette to measure 
0-15 c.c. _ he maa eee eo ae 
Teat for pipette “Ke re bel ee 2} 
4-oz. glass-stoppered bottle a 8 
20 glass beads or balls _... ae ae 8 
1 box of square coverslips jin. ... i 
1 box of slides ae es ase wa te § 
1 strainer wes ae pin sie oak 3 
1 measuring spoon ... OS oe ee oe) 
Small spatula... an ie oa cee il 
Box to hold the outfit a ne a 6 


Total 10 23 
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fill the measuring spoon with faeces and scrape 
off level with the rim of the spoon; this will 
give approximately three grammes, 

(2) Fill the glass-stoppered bottle with 
water up to a mark indicating 42 ¢c.c, (This 
mark may be made by scratching the glass at 
this level or sticking a narrow strip of paper 
on to the outside of the bottle.) 

(3) To the bottle, now containing 42 c.c. 


water, add the faeces, which have been either 
weighed out or measured in the spoon, and also 
the glass beads. 


No more water must be added. 





‘ 


3 grammes of 
of water in the shaking bottle, 
beads and shaking. 


Fic, 2.--Placing the measured 
faeces into 42 c.c. 


before adding the 


(4) Fit the stopper in the bottle and shake 
until all the faecal material is thoroughly 
broken down. If a count is being made from 
faeces of a hard consistency, such as dry 
sheep’s or goat's faeces, it is an advantage to 


allow the three-gramme sample to remain 
overnight in the 42 «ec. of water before 
attempting to break down by shaking. 


particles of debris by 
and water from 


(5) Separate the larger 
pouring the mixture of faeces 
the bottle through the strainer, catching the 
screened fluid in a cup, small basin or other 
convenient Discard the material held 
back by the screen, p 


vessel, 


4 


coarse particles of 
suspension. 


Straining off the 
faecal debris from the 
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(6) Stir the screened fluid to ensure an even 
suspension of eggs and, before they have 
had time to settle at the bottom, remove 
0°15 ¢c.c. with the automatic measuring pipette. 
As the faeces of horses, cattle and sheep at 
grass .usually contain a lot of colouring 
material which tends to mask the eggs and 
makes accurate counting difficult, it may be 
desirable to eliminate it. This can be done 
before the 015 c.c. sample is removed by 
allowing the screened fluid to stand in a tall 
vessel for one or two hours, or by centrifuging 
it, and decanting the supernatant liquid. The 
amount of decanted fluid must be accurately 
measured and replaced by an equal volume of 
clean water, i.e., up to the same level in the 
tube. After shaking the sediment and water 
to ensure an even suspension, the 0°15 c.c. 
sample can be withdrawn as described above. 
This procedure, which may be carried out much 
more speedily if a centrifuge is available, is 
unnecessary for stall-fed animals since’ the 
undesirable colouring matter is present only in 
the faeces of animals feeding on green food. 

(7) Eject this measured quantity of fluid on 
to a microscope slide, and cover with a {% inch 
square cover-glass in readiness for micro- 
scopical examination. Sometimes a droplet of 
fluid may be seen suspended from the bottom 
of the pipette; this should be removed with a 
piece of blotting paper before ejecting the 
contents of the small measuring tube on to a 
slide, otherwise the amount examined would 
be slightly in excess of 0°15 c.c. Although the 
015 «ec. of fluid forms rather a large drop 
on the slide and may appear to be too much 
for proper examination under the size of cover- 
slip recommended, there is no real objection to 
a little liquid running out from under the edge 
of the coverslip. Eggs can, and indeed musf, 





Fic. 4. on to 4 


slide before counting. Note the 


Placing the measured 0°15 c.c. 
blotting pape! 
which is used to remove the droplet of faeca! 


that occasionally adheres to the 


suspension 
bottom of the pipette. 
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be counted in that part which is not covered 
by the slip as well as those beneath the cover- 
slip. If it is desired, this spreading of the 
fluid can be controlled (a) by using a larger 
coverslip; this increases the area to be searched 
under the lens for eggs and consequently pro- 
longs the time necessary for the examination of 
the sample; (b) by drawing two parallel lines, 
the width of the coverslip apart, across the 
slide with a grease pencil or piece of paraffin 
wax. These greasy marks prevent the watery 
suspension from flowing along the slide and 
thus overcome lateral spread. 


(8) Examine the 0°15 ¢.c. sample of suspen- 
sion on the slide under the microscope and 
count all the eggs seen whether they be under 
the coverslip or in the fluid which has escaped 
from under the edges of the slip. To anyone 
familiar with the appearance of the various 
eggs a magnification of about 50 diameters, as 
may be had by using a % inch. objective and a 
<5 or X6 eyepiece, is sufficient for this purpose 
and it enables the whole area of fluid to be 
scanned within three or four minutes. <A 
mechanical stage is indispensable for accurate 
work; if unavailable it is possible to control the 
lateral movement of the slide tolerably well by 
running the fingers along the edge of the micro- 
scope stage while the slide is rigidly held. 

(9) The figure obtained from the count (i.e., 
the total number of eggs present in the 0°15 c.c. 
of the diluted faeces) is multiplied by 100 and 
gives the number of eggs per gramme of the 
original faecal sample. 


It not infrequently happens that some 
indication is required of the general extent of 
infestation among the young horses of a stud, in 
a flock of sheep or a herd of young cattle or pigs. 
This may be obtained without much additional 
work in the following way: from a_ selected 
representative proportion of the flock or herd a 
sample of faeces is collected from each animal 
so selected, by using an ordinary tea spoon and 
a spatula or knife to scrape the spoonful level 
each time; this ensures that the sample spoon- 
fuls are all of even size. The samples are then 
mixed together very thoroughly and three 
grammes of the mixture taken for counting, 
as has just been described. This method makes 
it possible to obtain a very fair idea of the 
average infestation of a group of animals by 
making a count of the number of eggs in only 
one sample of mixed faeces, 


Factors INFLUENCING THE INTERPRETATION OF 
RESULTS FROM EGG COUNTS 


Egg counts in the faeces of all animals are 
subject to very considerable variation depend- 
ing principally upon factors influencing the 
bulk of the faeces, Perhaps the most obvious 
fallacy, however, concerns a possible infestation 
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of young worms that have not reached the 
egg-laying stage. Some of the common para- 
sitic worms, e.g., the Strongylus worms of the 
horse, do not reach sexual maturity until they 
are three months old, so that quite a heavy 
infestation is possible without its presence being 
detected through a faecal examination. 


Another difficulty concerns the amount of 
water in faeces; the influence of this factor may 
be very considerable since eggs are some six 
times as concentrated in normal faeces as they 
are in diarrhoeic faeces. The nature of the food 
of the animal is also very important; after a 
period of forced fasting or when an animal has 
not been feeding well the egg count rises very 
considerably and in extreme cases may rise 
enormously. Bowel stasis exerts the same 
influence, If, on the other hand, an animal is 
changed from concentrated food to grass, hay 
or any food containing a large proportion of 
roughage the count of eggs per gramme 
becomes considerably reduced. 


Less obvious, but just as important, is the 
operation of the immunity response of the host 
which, in adult animals, may exert a powerful 
influence over the egg output of the worms, It 
has been observed that female worms in sus- 
ceptible lambs lay sixteen times as many eggs 
as female worms in resistant adult sheep. A 
diminished egg output, sometimes to a very 
marked degree, may also occur in animals that 
have received anthelmintic treatment within 
the previous ten or fiteen days, through the 
inhibition of egg production by the female 
worms, Where egg counts are carried out to 
test the efficiency of an anthelmintic, therefore, 
it is necessary to wait until the third week 
after treatment before testing for a reduction 
in the infestation. 


Another difficulty in the application of the 
egg-counting technique concerns the multi- 
plicity of species of parasitic worms that may 
be involved and the impossibility of distinguish- 
ing them from one another on the morphology 
of the eggs alone. There are some 20 to 30 
species of strongylid worms ins the horse in 
this country; some of them are small and 
comparatively harmless, while others are large 
and capable of causing considerable injury to 
the walls of the large bowel. It is possible, 
therefore, that a count of 2,000 eggs per 
gramme of the least pathogenic worms in one 
animal may be compatible with a_ state of 
health, whereas only 500 eggs per gramme of 
the most pathogenic species in another animal 
may represent disease, The usual infestation, 
however, is a very mixed one and this difficulty 
does not depreciate the usefulness of the egg- 
counting technique to such an extent as might 
at first appear. 

In view of these difficulties it is reasonable 
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to question the value of the egg-counting tech- 
nique as a diagnostic procedure, The extent of 
infestation is the one point on which it is 
imperative to secure information, however, and 
the diagnostician cannot afford to dispense with 
the information that this technique is capable 
of giving, limited though it might be, on 
account of the variable factors which have been 
mentioned above, 


Furthermore, owing to the different pro- 
cedures variously followed, the egg-counting 
technique has not hitherto had a fair trial with 
veterinarians; the full extent of its value when 
all diagnosticians adopt the same standard 
technique yet remains to be seen. It is con- 
sidered, however, that it should prove of great 
value and where doubt exists as to parasitic 
worm infestation being involved in_ the 
causation of wasting disease it is frequently 
able to provide evidence sufficiently substantial 
to change doubt into virtual certainty on that 
point. 


The average laboratory worker sees lament- 
ably little of disease as it occurs among agri- 
cultural stock, and as yet there is very little 
information on the clinical significance of 
various concentrations of eggs in the faeces. 
It is improbable that an exact standard egg 
count for health and disease will ever be fixed 
but, as counts vary between such wide limits as 
less than 50 per gramme and more than 36,000 
per gramme, there is ample possibility of deter- 
mining some broad borderline above which a 
count may be safely regarded as representative 
of disease and below as a normal infesta- 
tion compatible with a state of health. 
This borderline may tentatively be fixed for 
parasitic gastritis in lambs at 2,000 to 6,000 
eggs per gramme, for parasitic gastritis in cattle 
at 300 to 600 eggs per gramme, for strongylosis 
in equines at 1,500 to 2,500 eggs per gramme, 
for fascioliasis in sheep at 300 to 600 eggs per 
gramme and for fascioliasis in cattle at 100 to 
200 eggs per gramme. 


As the experience of each user of the egg 
counting method mounts up, he will be able to 
form an opinion as to the level of egg output 
which represents the danger point of infes- 
tation, or which represents disease in each kind 
of parasitism. The Committee hopes, at some 
time in the future, to be able to pursue its 
function of “collecting, correlating and dis- 
tributing information” (as laid down at its 
first meeting) and, on the data that it hopes 
may be available from practitioners in various 
places, to arrive at some conclusion regarding 
the value of egg counts for diagnosis, and the 
concentration of eggs in faeces representative 
of disease-producing infestations of different 
kinds of parasitic worms, 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATION 


Manetil and its Efficacy as 
a Styptic 


PREM NATH KAK, SENIon VETERINARY OFFICER, 
JAMMU AND KASHMIR FORCES 


A well-bred terrier dog, during the course of 
distemper in its respiratory form, started nasal 
haemorrhage, this being so profuse that both 
owner and veterinarian felt that its end was fast 
approaching. 

Ice packs on the head, irrigation of nasal 
passages by Tr. ferri perchlor., packing of the 
nasal cavities, and raising of the head, apparently 
stopped bleeding ; after an hour or so, however, 
the animal bled profusely again both from the 
nose and through the mouth. The above treat- 
ment combined with subcutaneous injections, 
three tabloids of 1/100 gr. of ergotinine citrate 
repeated twice, did not help in the least in 
checking bleeding which started a third time. 

In despair I tried ‘* Manetol ”’ (a physiological 


styptic biologically standardized), a Bayer 
preparation. After two intramuscular injections 


of 20 biological units with 4 ¢.c. of sterile dis- 
tilled water, the bleeding stopped. Two more 
injections were repeated during the next twelve 
hours, which completely checked the haemor- 
rhage. 

The haemostatic action of this preparation 
of the active principle was so quick and effi- 
cient that it may help many brother pro- 
fessionals when they find themselves in a 
similar situation to that in which T was, when 
I found myself badly in need of something to 
check the bleeding. A searching reference to 
previous records did not help me much, 

This product is not given by the makers in 
their Veterinary Products Specialities list, and 
I think it may not have been used at all so far 
in veterinary practice.* 


*We are informed by Bayer Products, Ltd., 
that, while this preparation is termed “Manetol” 
in Germany and in India, it has been listed by 
them as “ Manetil” since 1937 and is described 
as “a haemostatic agent obtained from the 
active principles of the spinal cord.—Editlor. 











The “king” bull in the famous Chillingham 
(Northumberland) herd of wild cattle was killed 
recently in a fight with two other bulls in the 
herd (states the Farmers’ Weekly). Some weeks 
ago, the “king” had lost in a fight and, as is 
customary with the wild cattle, he was banished 
for a time from the herd. Then, one evening, 
he was seen walking back to the herd, bellowing 
and challenging his successor. The challenge 
was accepted and a third bull joined in the fight. 
Next morning the “ king” was found dead, with 
one eye put out and his chest severely battered, 
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Egg Counting and the 
Diagnosis of Helminthiasis 


N opening the discussion on a scientific paper 

recently presented at a meeting of the Royal 
Society of Tropical Medicine, J. W. Trevan 
prefaced his remarks by saying that the 
English worker too often appears to consider 
destructive criticism to be the highest scientific 
function, but that, in his opinion, a little more 
childish optimism sometimes had its uses. 

It might be suggested by a hasty reader that 
these remarks could very fittingly be applied to 
the article on “ The Diagnosis of Helminthiasis 
by means of Egg Counts ” which appears in this 
issue of the Veterinary Record, Although, how- 
ever, this contribution from the Advisory Com- 
mittee on Parasitic Diseases may appear to 
destroy the faith that we have had in a very 
pretty bit of technique, the function of the 
article is also distinctly constructive and will 
doubtless be welcomed as a clarifying state- 
ment on a recent contribution of helminthology 
to clinical medicine. 

The method of estimating worm infection by 
the examination of faeces has been extensively 
used, particularly in connection with surveys 
ov the incidence of human hookworm infection 
in tropical countries; many and varied tech- 
niques have been employed giving rise to a con- 
siderable amount of publication and in some 
instances leading to acrimonious controversy. 
It is only after long and varied trial, however, 
that the value of a clinical procedure such as 
this can be judged: when the enthusiasts have 
been checked and the sharpest criticism wanes 
the position stands out in true perspective and 
the proper adjustments can be made. 

It will be remembered that one of the aims 
of the Advisory Committee on Parasitic Dis- 
eases, formulated at its first meeting, is the 
“eollection, correlation and dissemination of 
information on parasitic disease,” and this 
article from Dr. E. L. Taylor is additional 
evidence of the activities of the Committee in 
pursuing that aim. The suggested standard- 
isation of the egg-counting technique is a very 
sound idea and it is hoped that many clinicians 
who have not previously used this aid to diag- 
nosis will take it up, and that those who have 
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used a technique that differs in any essential 
way from the one recommended by the Com- 
mittee will change for the standard procedure. 

On account of the poor facilities for the 
hospital treatment of horses at grass—the only 
ones that are likely to be affected by strongyloid 
worms—and for the treatment of sheep and 
pigs, almost the only opportunity that we have 
for collecting further information on the value 
of clinical procedures is through the help of the 
practitioner, and if in the future the Committee 
are able to proceed with their intention of im- 
proving the value of the technique by collecting 
information from practitioners it is hoped that 
they may find more than sufficient material to 
produce reliable figures on the correlation 
between egg count and disease, and so proceed 
a step further with the development of a tech- 
nique that may be of the greatest value to the 
diagnostician. 








ABSTRACTS 


[Observations on the Treatment of Roaring 
by Ventriculo-cordectomy. (Trans. title). 
Coguot, A. (1939.) Rec. Méd. vét. 115. 6.] 
The author reviews the treatment in the 

School of Alfort of nearly 1,000 horses affected 

by hemiplegia laryngis. 

The classical operation of bilateral stripping 
of the ventricles has been modified in that 
removal of a small part of the right and left vocal 
cords is also performed. It is claimed that this 
results in a more complete and permanent 
fixation cf the arytenoid cartilages. 

Oedema of the glottis is very common, 
especially in heavy horses, so a temporary 
tracheotomy tube is placed in a_ transverse 
incision in the crico-tracheal membrane (if the 
tube is inserted into the original wound blockage 
of the tube and death due to ‘asphyxia may 
oceur). It is considered safe to remove the tube 
after seven days have elapsed. 

The horse is usually in the hospital for one 
month, but an cxtra month’s convalescence is 
necessary so that the scar tissue may be firmly 
established and the fixation of the cartilage 
made complete. 

Seventy per cent. of the operation subjects 
were sufficiently relieved to be put to any 
reasonable work. Fifteen per cent. of the total 
were completely cured, and 15 per cent. of the 
cases were unsuccessful, necessitating permanent 
tracheotomy to allow further usefulness. 

J. W. Dz 
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{Surgieal Technique for Extirpation of the 
Thyroid and Parathyroids in Equines. 
(Trans. title.) Bonnaup, A. (1938). Bull. 
Acad. vét. Fr. 11, 477-483. (2 figs.).] 


This is the description of a technique for 
removal of the thyroid and parathyroids, a pro- 
cedure which is sometimes called for in physio- 
logical experiments. The anatomy of the 
thyro-parathyroid region and the operation 
technique are described in detail. The operation 
is carried out by removing the right and left 
lobes of the glands separately through lateral 
incisions instead of through a single median 
incision as is done in human surgery. The chief 
difficulty met with in the operation is haemor- 
rhage. 

N. J. 8. 


* * * * * 


| Worm in the Eye. Hunspercer, R. S. (1939.) 
Vet. Bull. United States Army. 33. 66.] 


During the treatment of corneal inflammation 
in the left eye of a public mount gelding attention 
was directed to a worm in the anterior chamber. 
The parasite was about 2 inches long and moved 
freely. 

After anaesthetisaticn with 2 per cent. pro- 
caine the sclerotic coat was grasped and the 
worm was removed through a small. incision 
near the inner canthus. Recovery was unevent- 
ful. 

The worm was crushed during removal and 
identification was difficult, but it was thought 
to be Setaria equina. The usual site of the 
parasite is the peritoneal cavity. 

D. D. O. 


* * ” * * 


[Local Feeds for Imported Horses. Gapvz, 
R. B. (1938.) Philippine J. Anim. Indust. 
5. 383-396. 9 tables. (3 refs.).] 


Owing to the expense of imported oats and 
hay constant efforts have been made ‘to feed 
horses in the Philippines on local foodstuffs. 
The chief difficulty has been to secure an 
adequate caleium/phosphorus balance. 

Early experiments demonstrated that cracked 
corn, palay, and native grass can be substituted 
for part of the imported ration, but the great 
richness of the native products in phosphorus 
usually necessitates the addition of limestone for 
balance. Polo ponies fed partly on native and 
partly on imported products developed symp- 
toms of osteomalacia within eight months. 
The addition of calcium and reversion to 
imported food were effective in checking the 
disease. 

During the last eight months the horses of the 
Bureau of Animal Industry have been fed 
entirely on native foods. The diet consists of a 
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REPORT 


[New South Wales—Department of Agricul- 
ture: Live Stock Diseases Report (No. 14). 
Recording Control Work during the Year 
ended June 30th, 1938.] 

The Acting Chief Veterinary Surgeon, Dr. 
H. G. Belschner, D.v.sc., publishes an interesting 
review of his department’s activities in the 
control of various diseases of livestock occurring 
in New South Wales. A matter of vital import- 
ance from the point of view of public health i; 
the effort made to ensure a tubercle-free milk 
supply to the Sydney and Newcastle districts. 
In this connection tuberculin tests using the 
double intradermal or subcutaneous methods 
disclosed that the percentage infection in the 
Sydney area was only 5 per cent. on 33,000 tests, 
or 6-5 per cent. on 25,000 animals ; in the New- 
castle area 3-79 per cent. on 4,000 tests (or 
4-6 per cent. on 3,400 animals). In connection 
with the tubercle-free herds and areas 4,580 
cattle were tested with only nine reactions. The 
total number of cattle destroyed as_ being 
clinically affected with tuberculosis, or as 
reactors to the tuberculin test, was 1,177. 

Troublesome outbreaks of pleuropneumonia 
contagiosa introduced apparently by “ carriers ” 
from adjoining territory were controlled and 
finally eradicated with the aid of the complement 
fixation test and without resort to vaccination. 

The incidence of anthrax has declined. Only 
ten cases are reported as compared with 59 in 
the previous year. Blackleg affecting cattle 
does not appear to be of serious importance in 
New South Wales. The disease has been 
observed in sheep, however: three cases, of 
which one is believed to have been due to tissue 
injury during the course of vaccination against 
entero-toxaemia, are recorded. 


mixed concentrate of rice bran (2), yellow coin 
(2-5), copra (0-5), mongo (0-5), soybean (0-5), 
with rice hay. In the absence of rice hay silage 
is substituted. The cffect of the new diet on 
stallions is che*ked by weighing, and by deter- 
mining the longevity of the semen. The results, 
so far, are satisfactory. 

A detailed analysis of the new ration is given 
with instructions for computing and balancing 
the calcium and phosphorus proportions. Fed 
alone the ration is dangerous since the calcium | 
phosphorus ratio may be as wide as 1:10 to 
1:12-7. <A supplement of calcium must be 
added, therefore, to narrow the ratio within 
1: 2-9 which is the limit at which osteomalacia 
will develop in animals. (Kintner and Holt.) 

D. D. O. 
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Definite progress has been made towards the 
ultimate objective of clearing New South Wales 
of cattle tick (Boophilus australis) and thus 
reducing the incidence of tick-fever. The Board 
of Tick Control are to be congratulated on the 
excellent results so far obtained, particularly in 
view of the difficulties met with in certain areas. 

With reference to Johne’s disease, New South 
Wales appears to be singularly fortunate. Only 
two cases are recorded for the year. Johnin is 
evidently regarded as a reliable agent for the 
diagnosis of this complaint. 


Swine Diseases.—No cases of swine fever were 
recorded but a serious ailment termed swine 
dysentery seems to have given a good deal of 
trouble. The precise nature of swine dysentery 
is a subject for further research. Attempts to 
connect it with dietetic causes have, so far, 
proved negative. The disease has been con- 
trolled by the administration of yeast and rectal 
injections of copper sulphate. Swine dysentery 
has now been scheduled under the Stock Diseases 
Act. 

An outbreak of swine erysipelas was detected 
in the State for the first time. Thanks to the 
energetic measures taken to control it losses 
were very slight. 

Little is recorded in connection with diseases 
of sheep and no mention is made of caseous 
lymphadenitis which in relation to the meat 
export trade is of considerable economic import- 
ance. The so-called black disease of sheep has been 
successfully combated by the use of vaccine ; in 
fact, so successful has this been that it has led, 
so it is said, to the neglect of the essential 
business of snail destruction which forms an 
important ancillary means of control. 


In the section devoted to research reference 
is made to experiments in progress with regard 
to mastitis where an endeavour is being made to 
isolate a toxic fraction from Streptococcus 
agalactiae. Treatment by means of entozon has 
yielded promising results. Droughty conditions 
have hindered further observations on the 
control of sheep blowfly but it has been found 
that dressings with glycerine diborate did protect 
sheep from attack for a limited period. Mules’ 
operation, devised to render sheep less suscepti- 
ble to blowfly attack, is not recommended as a 
routine practice in sheep management. The 
incidence of worm infestation has been dimin- 
ished through the dry conditions which have 
prevailed in most parts of the State. Nicotine 
and copper sulphates are used against round 
worm infestations of sheep. Rugging of sheep 
as @ means of wool improvement has been tried. 
The results obtained seem to cancel out each 
other as “‘ although the fleeces from the rugged 
sheep were of a higher commercial value than 
those of the unrugged, the fleece weights were 
lower.” 
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Diseases of Poultry.—In New South Wales, as 
elsewhere, epizoétic diseases among poultry are 
the cause of heavy financial loss. ‘‘ Roup” 
diseases are prevalent, including laryngo- 
tracheitis. Fowl-pox is controlled by means of 
vaccine but it has been found that during the 
systemic reaction to the fowl-pox vaccine 
infection with other disease conditions is liable 
to occur. Coccidiosis and pullorum disease are 
responsible for heavy losses, and fowl paralysis 
is widespread. Worm infestations also take 
their toll and carbon tetrachloride administered 
by means of a special type of drenching gun is 
in great demand by poultry keepers in their 
efforts to combat this form of parasitism. No 
satisfactory treatment for tapeworms is yet 
available. Fowl-cholera has occurred within the 
State. Blackhead, spirochaetosis, favus and the 
more general diseases of poultry are a source of 
trouble and mortality. 

Livestock Statistics—The figures at March 
31st, 1937, of the animal population are given 
as: Horses, 545,829; cattle, 3,288,169; sheep, 
53,166,010 ; pigs, 390,780. 

Dr. Belschner alludes to difficulties arising 
through shortage of staff and it is hoped that 
this serious drawback to efficiency may soon be 
rectified. Under the circumstances the work 
accomplished by the New South Wales veterin- 
ary service reflects very great credit on all 
concerned. H. A. R. 














THE AGRICULTURIST AND NUTRITION 

Opening a session of the ninth Imperial Social 
Hygiene Congress at British Medical Association 
House, Tavistock Square, Sir Frank Stockdale, 
Agricultural Adviser to the Colonial Office, spoke 
on the interdependence of education, agricul- 
ture, and health. 

The world, and particularly our colonial 
empire, he said, was faced with the problem of 
getting the results of research across to the 
people. In nutrition the medical profession 
must first indicate where the deficiencies were 
and what was wanted to make them good. Then 
the agriculturist would determine by experiment 
and by the knowledge he already had whether 
the ' emcee could be made up in the country 
itself. 

With variations in land and climate it was not 
always possible to do what was wanted, and 
the agriculturist was consequently limited. But, 
when what was possible had been determined, 
then it was the duty of the agricultural officers 
and the agricultural services of the education 
department, through their schools, to see that 
the new knowledge was put into practice. 
Unless there was the fullest possible co-operation 
between those three services the desired pro- 
gress on nutrition in the colonial empire would 
not be achieved. ; . 

Mr. F. C, Kelly, director of the Iodine Educa- 
tional Bureau, said that hitherto agricultural 
science had been too prone to think of food pro- 
duction in terms of quantity. It was now the 
responsibility of agriculture to further the pro- 
duction of foods of the highest nutritive quality, 
which, in its turn, demanded a re-orientation of 
agricultural thinking and practice. 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS 


MEETING OF COUNCIL 
Prof. G. H. Wooldridge Elected President 


A meeting of Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons was held at 10, Red Lion 
Square, London, on Friday, June 23rd, 1939, at 
2 p.m. 

Mr. Livesey, retiring President, occupied the 
Chair, and there were also present : Lieutenant- 
Colonel Brittlebank, Professors Buxton, Craig, 
Dalling, Mr. Dolan, Major Dunkin, Messrs. 
Holroyd, Locke, McIntosh, Male, Captain 
Mitchell, Lieutenant-Colonel Mulvey, Mr. Nairn, 
Sir Arthur Olver, Professor O’Connor, Mr. 
Procter, Dr. Share Jones, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Simpson, Captain Townson, Mr. Tutt, Colonel 
Walker, Mr. Wilson, Professor Wooldridge, Dr. 
Wooldridge and Professor Wright. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 


APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDENT 


The SECRETARY: The Committee of Council 
which met in April, 1938, recommended that 
Professor G. H. Wooldridge should be nominated 
for election as President of the College for the year 
1939-40. The Selection Committee appointed 
at the last Council Meeting has met twice. 
On the first occasion it nominated for Vice- 
Presidents the outgoing President and Dr. A. W. 
Whitehouse. In view of the fact that Dr. White- 
house is no longer a Member of Council, the 
Selection Committee met again yesterday and 
recommended the appointment of Mr. J. Holroyd 
as Vice-President. 

The PRESIDENT: I have pleasure in proposing 
from the Chair that we appoint Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge as President of the College for the 
ensuing year. That needs no seconder, but as 
a matter of form I must ask you if there is any 
other nomination. 

Lieutenant - Colonel BRITTLEBANK: Such 
appointments may not need seconders, but they 
frequently need supporters. I personally would 
like to pay tribute to my old friend, George 
Wooldridge, on his preferment to the Chair. I 
have known him for more years than I care to 
remember sometimes, and I daresay he feels the 
same, but they have been years of great pleasure, 
I am sure, to both of us. I feel certain that 
Professor Wooldridge’s occupation of the Chair 
will be a happy year for him and that he will 
receive the same loyal support from this Council 
that other Presidents have received in the past. 

His name is known throughout the profession ; 
in fact, it is known wherever veterinary science 
is taught or practised. That in itself, I think, 
is sufficient to ensure that the great dignity of 
the office will be fully maintained. I therefore 
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have great pleasure in supporting the proposition 
which you, Sir, have put to this Council. 

The motion was carried unanimously and with 
acclamation. Professor Wooldridge was then 
inducted into the Chair and invested with the 
chain of office. 

The RETIRING PRESIDENT: Professor Wool- 
dridge, I wish you every success in your year of 
office and I can assure you of the support of 
every Member of Council. We wish you a most 
happy and prosperous term of office. 

The PRESIDENT: I thank you for the very 
great honour you have conferred upon me. I 
may say that it has been one of the ambitions of 
my life to serve my profession in such a way that 
I might eventually be thought worthy of such 
an honour. I know that in my year of office I 
shall require the faithful assistance of every one 
of you. At the end of my term of office I hope 
you will be able to say: “ At any rate, he did 
his best,” and I hope that there may even be 
added to that: ‘It was well done.” 

Appointment of Vice-Presidents.—The next 
item (proceeded the President) is the appoint- 
ment of two Vice-Presidents. In accordance 
with the usual custom the immediate Past- 
President becomes the senior Vice-President, 
and I do not think that has to be voted upon. 
I think that is automatic, but in case there is any 
doubt on that point I put it to you from the 
Chair that Mr. Livesey be appointed senior 
Vice-President for the coming year. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT: The next appointment is 
that of the other Vice-President. You have just 
heard the report of the Selection Committee, 
who recommend to you the appointment of Mr. 
John Holroyd as Vice-President of this Royal 
College. In conformity with that nomination, 
I will propose it from the Chair, but I must let 
you realise that it is only a recommendation and 
that it is open to you to nominate any other 
candidates for that office. 

There were no other nominations, and the 
motion was carried unanimously. 

Appointment of Treasurer—Mr. MALE: May 
I have the privilege of asking you to reappoint 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh as Honorary Treasurer. I 
am sure he has served the Council faithfully and 
well and that the finances of this College are in 
very safe hands. 

Mr. NAIRN seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Secretary and Registrar.—Mr. LivEsEy: I 
should like to have the honour of recommending 
to you the re-appointment of our Secretary and 
Registrar, Dr. Bullock. No one knows better 
than myself the amount of work he has put in 
on behalf of the College during the past year. 
We are all of us aware of the many years’ good 
service he has given to this College, but this last 
year has been one of exceptional stress and 








July 22nd, 1939. 


strain to him. It is largely due to his unceasing 
energy and to his enthusiasm for the welfare 
and progress of this Royal College that we are 
in as good and as happy a position as we are at 
the present moment. Dr. Bullock is not only a 
very faithful servant, but a very good friend to 
us all. I have great pleasure in proposing his 
re-election. 

Captain MITCHELL seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

Professor SHARE JONES: Before we terminate 
the business of the present meeting, I think the 
least we can do is to place on record an expression 
of our appreciation of the very efficient services 
which have been rendered to this Council by our 
esteemed colleague who has just vacated the 
Chair. There is no necessity for me to add any- 
thing to what has been said, because it is so well 
known to all of us. I simply move in order that 
the record may be permanently placed in the 
proceedings of the Council. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Brittlebank: Professor 
Share Jones’s reminder is a timely one. I am 
sure Mr. Livesey will know that in the hearts of 
all of us we are very grateful for his devoted 
work both in the Council and outside during the 
period he has occupied the Chair. I have much 
pleasure in seconding the resolution. 

Major DUNKIN: It is unusual to have more 
than a proposer and a seconder, but in the 
particular case under discussion I feel that I 
should be guilty of base ingratitude if I failed to 
express my personal feelings in regard to the 
work which Mr. Livesey has done during the past 
year. During that period I have endeavoured 
to live up to the standard set by my prede- 
cessor as Chairman of the Examination Com- 
mittee, but living so many miles from London 
that has, I am afraid, not been possible, and 
had it not been for the almost daily attendance 
at this College of our President I feel that the 
work of the Examination Committee would have 
suffered very considerably. I whole-heartedly 
support what has been said and would like to 
express my appreciation more fully if there were 
more time at my disposal. 

The PRESIDENT: I would like to support 
emphatically all that has been said about the 
debt of gratitude which we owe to Mr. Livesey 
for his services in the Chair and on behalf of the 
College during the past year. But I want to go 
a little further than that ; I am looking forward 
to favours to come and I feel quite certain that 
with the great experience which Mr. Livesey has 
had I shall not ldok to him in vain for consider- 
able assistance and help during my period of 
service. 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. Livesey: I thank you for according me 
this vote of thanks. I am glad to know that you 
appreciate the little work I have done and I 
want in turn to thank you very sincerely for 
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your patience with me, for your generous 
treatment and for the loyal way in which you 
have supported the Chair throughout my term 
of office. That has made matters very much 
easier. If the President had only to deal with 
the conduct of meetings of this body I do not 
think his task would be very difficult. I can 
assure you that the difficult task I have had was 
not to conduct the meetings but to keep some 
sort of control over myself. When one feels 
strongly on a subject it is very difficult to be 
impartial. I have done my best, and if I have 
succeeded in that it is as much as I could have 
hoped for. I thank you very much for your 
loyal support. I can assure the new President 
that if I can be of any assistance to him or in 
fact to any of you I shall be only too pleased. 

The PRESIDENT: Before we close this meeting 
I think we should also accord our thanks to the 
Honorary Treasurer for his work during the past 
year. As you are probably aware from the 
report of the Finance Committee, the financial 
side of the College is in very good hands and has 
been very well looked after by Mr. McIntosh. 
I propose a vote of thanks to Mr. McIntosh for 
his work on our behalf during the past year. 

The vote of thanks was carried with acclama- 
tion. 

The Meeting of Council then terminated, and 
there followed the Quarterly Meeting of Council, 
the report of which will appear in the next issue 
of the Veterinary Record. 





MOTORISTS AND ANIMALS IN THE NEW 
FOREST 


Within the space of a few days five ponies 
had to be killed as a result of accidents on the 
roads of the New Forest, and of the motorists 
concerned only two took the trouble to report 
the accidents. This statement is contained in 
a letter circulated to the Press from Mr. 
Montague Chandler, Clerk of the Court of 
Verderers, who is anxious to bring to the notice 
of owners and drivers of motor vehicles the 
peculiar dangers which attach to motoring in 
the New Forest. 

Some motorists may be unacquainted with the 
conditions obtaining in the New Forest (writes 
Mr. Chandler). The roads are unfenced because 
they form part of the area over which common- 
able rights are exercisable, and therefore ponies 
and cows turned out by commoners may law- 
fully be upon the roads at any time of the day 
and night. Moreover, the woods and thickets 
alongside the roads often conceal animals law- 
fully depasturing near the edge of the roads and 
upon the grass at the sides. These animals are 
crossing the roads at all hours during the 24, 
and, indeed, even lie down and roll upon them. 

As these animals of right cross the roads in 
the Forest, motorists are again warned of the 
danger and of the serious risk of driving cars, 
lorries, and vans through the Forest, particularly 
at night. It is felt very strongly indeed that, 
for their own sake and from humane consider- 
ation for the animals, all motorists should take 
great care, and je | are most earnestly requested 
to report all accidents at once to the nearest 
police station. 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 


Meeting of Council in Edinburgh 


The provincial meeting of the Council of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland was held at the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, on the 
afternoon of Tuesday, June 20th, 1939. The Presi- 
dent (Major Brennan DeVine) occupied the Chair 
and there were also present: Mr. J. R. Barker, 
Professor Geo. F. Boddie, Mr. H. W. Steele- 
Bodger, Messrs. D. Brown, D. Campbell, R. C. G. 
Hancock, J. G. McGregor, Alex. Robertson, 
Geo. A. Sangster, and Alex. Thomson (Glasgow), 
Dr. A. W. Whitehouse, Messrs. T. Wilkinson and 
Dr. W. R. Wooldridge (Hon. Secretary), with 
Mr. F. Knight (Secretary). 

The receipt of apologies for inability to attend 
the meeting was announced from: Messrs. L. A. 
Auchterlonie and P. D. Baylis, Dr. W. P. 
Blount, Messrs. T. A. R. Chipperfield, J. B. Dier, 
Alex. Dobie, P. F. Dolan, Major J. J. Dunlop, 
Dr. J. T. Edwards, Messrs. A. A. Forsyth, 
J. Fox and O. V. Gunning, Dr. Tom Hare, Mr. 
J. R. Hewer, Major H. Kirk, Messrs. W. W. 
Lang, J. MeAllan, J. W. McIntosh, A. McLean, 
G. P. Male, 8. J. Motton, Professor Wm. C. 
Miller, Professor W. M. Mitchell, Messrs. W. 
Nairn, R. Barons Nelder, J. N. Ritchie, J. Small, 
R. M. Smith, Arnold Spicer, W. Lyle Stewart, 
Henry Taylor, A. H. Watson and T. L. Wright. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

The SECRETARY said that members of Council 
would remember that at the last meeting a 
report was accepted from the Advisory Com- 
mittee on Biological Products in which the 
suggestion was made that copies of the report 
be sent to the Ministry of Agriculture and to the 
Agricultural Research Council for their informa- 
tion ; also that a request be made for dn inter- 
view with these bodies in order that further 
evidence might be given in support of the 
opinion of the Committee that standardisation 
and potency testing of biological products were 
urgently required. A letter had been received 
from the Ministry inviting the Association to 
send representatives to discuss the matter with 
the Chief Veterinary Officer. Accordingly 
representatives of the Association and of the 
Ministry met at Whitehall Place on June 13th, 
and the following was an agreed report of the 
proceedings :— 

At a 
S.W.1, 


held 
June 13th, 


at 7, Whitehall 
1939, 


Place, 
at the 


meeting 
on Tuesday, 


invitation of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, there were present: Representing the 
Ministry: gi A. E. Cabot, W. H. Andrews 

oyd; 


and E. C. Representing the N.V.M.A.: 
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Messrs. T. Dalling, R. F. Montgomerie and W. R. 
Wooldridge (Hon. Secretary). E : 

Professor DaLLinG outlined the deliberations 
of the Association’s Committee on Biological! 
Products and a free discussion followed, during 
which the possibilities and difficulties of the 
adoption of official standards for biological pro- 
ducts were fully considered. At the conclusion 
of these deliberations the Chief Veterinary 
Officer assured the Association’s representatives 
that the Ministry would give full consideration 
to their views, particularly concerning the pos- 
sible adoption of standards for certain of the 
biological products discussed. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE ASSOCIATION 


There being no further correspondence, report 
was made that the number of members on the 
register of the Association after the April 
meeting was 2,127. 

Obituary.—The obituary list was read as 
follows, members standing in silent tribute: 
Mr. W. G. Burndred (Hanley), Mr. W. Willis 
(Tadworth), Mr. ©. Elphicke (Bedford), Mr. 
H. P. Hogben (Folkestone), Mr. L. C. Tipper 
(Birmingham), Mr. J. Kerr Calderwood (Clithe- 
roe), Mr. W. Hall Savage (Bangor), Mr. B. W. 
Blomfield (Thetford), Mr. W. Turtill (Wickham 
Market), Mr. L. W. Heelis (Solihull), and Mr. 
D. J. Jones (Maesllyn). 

Resignations.—The resignations of the follow- 
ing members were received and accepted with 
regret : Major-General Sir John Moore (London), 
Mr. W. J. Tart (Neweastle), Dr. A. Thalau 
(Stourbridge), Mr. E. T. Stanley (London). 

New Members.—The following, who had been 
duly nominated and who had paid their sab- 
scriptions, were unanimously elected members 
of the Association: Mr. John Aitken (Chester- 
le-Street), Mr. J. C. Buxton (Birkenhead), Miss 
Diana Campbell (Ham Common), Mr. M. A. 
Molloy (Colonial Service), Mr. A. W. Peyton 
(Hayes), Miss S. M. Pollock (Chalfont St. Peter), 
Mr. A. G. Ralston (R.A.V.C.), Mr. W. G. 
Robinson (Carlisle), Mr. L. Sweetman (Ennis- 
corthy) and Mr. C. N. Thompson (London). 

The membership total, therefore, is 2,122. 


Reports of Standing Committees 
Organising Committee. 

The report of this Committee was read by the 
SECRETARY, as follows :-— 

The Organising Committee met at the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, on Mon- 
day, June 19th, 1939, when the President (Major 
Brennan DeVine) occupied the Chair in the 
absence of Mr. T. L. Wright. e 

There were also present the Hon. Secretary 
(Dr. W. R. Wooldridge) and Mr. T. Wilkinson, 
while Prof. Boddie, Mr. Steele-Bodger, Major 
Rabagliati and Mr. Willliam Woods were 
co-opted for the purpose of the meeting. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 
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Consideration was given to a letter from the 
Chief Secretary of the R.S.P.C.A., transmitting 
the suggestions of the Clinic Committee of the 
Society for the modification of the draft agree- 
ment submitted by the Association for improving 
collaboration between the profession and that 
body in the provision of free treatment for sick 
animals of the poor and explaining their reasons 
for suggesting these slight alterations. A letter 
subsequently received by the Hon. Secretary was 
also read, in which the Chief Secretary of the 
R.S.P.C.A. stated that the draft as amended by 
the Clinic Committee had also been approved by 
the Council of the Society. 

It was agreed to concur in the view expressed 
by the Chief Secretary, that it was expected that 
Branches would endeavour to comply with the 
terms of the new agreement, as affecting existing 
institutions, as quickly as possible, and that as 
new clinics were opened, they should start work- 
ing on the lines of the new arrangement. 

It was resolved :— 

(a) “ That the Council be recommended to 
approve the modifications to the draft agreement 
submitted by the Clinic Committee, R.S.P.C.A. 

(b) That the best thanks of the Association be 
accorded to the Chief Secretary, R.S.P.C.A. for 
his assistance in the negotiations. 

(c) That subject to the agreement being 
adopted by the Council of the Association and 
also approved by the Scottish S.P.C.A., copies 
be circulated to all members of the Association, 
with a suitable covering letter, if possible at the 
same time as the Annual Report is issued. 

(d) That the drafting of this covering letter be 
left to the President, the Chairman of the Organ- 
ising Committee (Mr. T. L. Wright), Professor 
Mitchell and the Hon. Secretary (Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge.” 

It was understood that this draft agreement 
had been favourably received by the Secretary 
of the Scottish S.P.C.A. and was now awaiting 
consideration by the Directors of the Society. 

It was agreed that upon a favourable reply 
being received from the Scottish S.P.C.A., steps 
should be taken to effect agreements with other 
societies, including the West of Scotland 
S.P.C.A. 

A reply was read from the General Secretary, 
P.D.S.A.P., with reference to a statement attri- 
buted by the Hastings Observer to Vera Lady 
Terrington, to which his attention had been 
drawn by the Committee. After stating that he 
had heard from Lady Terrington that she had 
been mis-reported, the letter requested that the 
Association’s Committee should be informed that 
the arrangement recently arrived at between 
the P.D.S.A.P. and the R.C.V.S. would be 
honoured in every respect, and that he had 
written to the Hastings Observer, calling atten- 
tion to the mis-statement and asking for its 
rectification. 
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A report was laid before the Committee of a 
meeting held on June 8th between represen- 
tatives of the Association, consisting of the 
President (Major DeVine), the Hon. Secretary 
(Dr. W. R. Wooldridge), Professor Mitchell and 
Mr. C. E. Woodrow, and the P.D.S.A.P. Sub- 
Committee of the Royal College, this report 
having been supplied by Dr. Bullock. A note of 
the same meeting, taken on behalf of the Associa- 
ation, was also read. 

It was decided to circulate these two reports 
to the members who acted for the Association 
at that meeting, with a view to an agreed report 
being arranged. 

Arising out of these reports, the Committee 
resolved to recommend :— 

“That the Council express to the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons its disappoint- 
ment that following the Association’s letter of 
April 12th and the remarks made by its depu- 
tation to the P.D.S.A.P. Sub-committee of the 
R.C.V.S., on June 8th, the Council of the Royal 
College has not seen its way to agree to the 
suggestion put forward by the Association that 
a Joint Committee, consisting of representatives 
of the R.C.V.S. and the N.V.M.A. should be 
formed to consider all developments that are 
likely to follow upon the arrangement made with 
the P.D.S.A.P., with a view to evolving some 
practicable scheme that will be acceptable to 
the profession. 

“That having received further Resolutions 
couched in similar terms the Council reiterate 
its desire for the formation of such a Joint 
Committee, which it is considered is not only 
desirable but essential in the interests of the 
whole profession, and that the R.C.V.S. be again 
approached so that unity be achieved in this 
matter. 

“That in the event of the R.C.V.S. agreeing 
to the setting up of a Joint Committee on the 
lines suggested, the Association’s representatives 
be Mr. T. L. Wright, Mr. L. Auchterlonie, Mr. 
G. N. Gould and Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger.” 


The reception of the report having been moved 
and discussion invited, R 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER said that there was just 
one point in connection with the reference in the 
report to the receipt of further resolutions on 
the subject of co-operation with the People’s 
Dispensary for Sick Animals of the Poor: it 
was not stated that these additional resolutions 
emanated from Divisions of the N.V.M.A. 

Subject to the requisite amendment being 
made in the paragraph in question, the report 
was received and adopted on the motion of Dr. 
WOOLDRIDGE, seconded by Major McGREGorR. 


Parliamentary Committee. 


Dr. WOOLDRIDGE (Chairman) read and moved 
the reception and adoption of the following 
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report of this Committee, the motion being 
seconded by Mr. STEELE-BoDGER and carried 
without discussion :— 


A meeting of the Parliamentary Committee 
was held at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, on Monday, June 19th, 1939, with 
Dr. W. R. Wooldridge in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 

read and signed as correct. 
_ In connection with the Poultry Industry Bill, 
it was reported that this Bill was withdrawn 
from the Commons on June 15th, apparently 
owing to the pressure of parliamentary business, 
and that so far as could be ascertained the 
Riding Establishments (Registration and Inspec- 
tion) Bill also had made no further progress 
since the last meeting of the Committee. 

The Chairman referred to the further dis- 
cussions which had taken place with regard to 
members of the veterinary staff of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and service on Special Com- 
mittees of the Association and intimated that the 
Ministry had agreed to be represented by an 
“observer ” at meetings of both the Special Com- 
mittee on Tuberculin Tests and the Advisory 
Committee on Pig Diseases. He explained that 
the veterinary oflicers nominated by the Minis- 
try as such would be free to assist these Com- 
mittees with ym! information that would be a 
help in their deliberations, but would not be at 
liberty to take part in any discussions as to the 
policy of the Ministry or to sign any reports 
which may be issued by these Committees. 

An invitation was received from the Home 
Office to copa representatives to give evidence 
on July 13th before a Committee set up by the 
Secretary of State to consider whether any 
amendment of the scale of allowances payable 
under the Witnesses Allowances Order is neces- 
sary or desirable, on which matter the Associ- 
ation made representations to the Home Secre- 
tary in April, 1938 

It was agreed to accept this invitation, and 
that the Association’s representatives be Major 
Kirk, Mr. Hancock, Mr. T. L. Wright and Mr. 
Cyril King. 


Appointments Committee. 

The report of this Committee was read as 
follows by Mr. BARKER, who moved its recep- 
tion :— 


A meeting of the Appointments Committee was 
held at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, on 
Tuesday, June 20th, 1939, the Chair being occu- 
es by Mr. Barker in the absence of Mr. 

. A. R. Chipperfield. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. : 

Consideration was given to the question of 
drawing up scales of minimum salaries for 
whole-time veterinary appointments other than 
with Local Authorities, Agricultural Colleges, 
and Animal Welfare Societies. A letter was read 
from the Editorial Committee suggesting the 
desirability of instituting a scale for staff 
appointments at the veterinary colleges and also 
at other institutions. In addition, Mr. Steele- 
Bodger re-opened the ~~ of the salary 
fixed at the last meeting for whole-time appoint- 


ments with animal welfare societies. 

It was resolved, after discussion:— 

(1) “That the minimum of £400 per annum 
for appointments in a whole-time capacity with 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 





July 22nd, 1939. 


Local Authorities and Agricultural Colleges be 
adhered to. 

(2) That the Committee is in favour of 
rescinding its previous decision fixing a mini- 
mum of £400 per annum for whole-time appoint- 
ments with animal welfare societies pending 
conclusion of the present negotiations for 
improving collaboration between members of 
the profession and those societies, and that 
notice of this be put on the agenda of the next 
meeting. 

(3) That before the Association takes any 
decision with regard to the salaries paid to 
members of the teaching staffs of veterinary 
colleges or schools, the views of the teachers at 
the various colleges or schools be obtained. 

(4) That, meanwhile, advertisements inviting 
applications for appointments at the veterinary 
colleges be accepted, provided the salaries 
offered are in accordance with the recommend- 
ations of the Loveday Committee in that con- 
nection.” 

The question of laying down a_ scale for 
appointments at Greyhound % Tracks was 
further discussed, and it was the feeling of the 
Committee that all members holding such posts 
should be asked for their views before any 
scale was arrived at. 

It was reported that no reply had been 
received to a letter with regard to the salary 
offered for the post of Assistant Veterinary 
Officer at an agricultural college. It was agreed 
that enquiries should be made whether this 
appointment had been filled and, if so, at what 
salary and whether there were any particular 
conditions. 

The Committee approved a letter which had 
been addressed to the Clerk of the Derbyshire 
County Council suggesting that the columns of 
the Association’s journal should be utilised to 
make more widely known to veterinary surgeons 
the fact that the post of Lecturer in Animal 
Hygiene was vacant, and expressing the hope 
that the Derbyshire Education Committee would 
revert to their former practice of employing a 
veterinary surgeon to carry out these duties. 
The reply received was also read to the Com- 
mittee. In this the Director of Education stated 
that there was no doubt that his Committee 
would be happy to consider an application from 
anyone in the profession possessing the neces- 
= qualifications and able to carry out the 

uties. 


The report was adopted on the motion of 
Professor BoDDIE, seconded by Mr. THOMSON. 


Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee. 


The report of this Committee was read as 
follows by Mr. BARKER (Chairman), who moved 
its reception and adoption, Dr. WooLDRIDGE 
seconding and the motion being carried without 
discussion. 


The Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee met at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh, on Tuesday, June 20th, 1939, 
with Mr. J. R. BARKER in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

On the advice of the Council of the Scottish 
Branch, the Committee decided that a complaint 
which had been received concerning the work- 
ing of the Public Health (Meat) Regulations 
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(Scotland), 1932, was not one in which the 
Association could take any useful action. 
Correspondence was read with the Town Clerk 
and the member recently appointed as Consult- 
ing Veterinary Surgeon to the Corporation of a 
certain Borough, from which it was noted that 
this member would carry out his duties under 
the general direction of the Medical Officer of 
Health. 
The Committee discussed a point which was 
likely to arise in carrying out the work of this 
appointment, and it was left to the President 
and the Chairman of the Committee to draw up 
a further letter of enquiry to the member con- 
cerned. 
_ It was resolved to write to the British Associa- 
tion requesting that the N.V.M.A. might be 
notified of any meetings being arranged by them 
for the discussion of matters affecting animals. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee. 


The report of the meeting of this Committee 
held on May 15th, having been circulated with 
the notice of the meeting of Council, was taken 
as read; that of a meeting of the Committee 
held on the morning of June 20th was read by 
the SECRETARY. These reports were as follows:— 


Meeting on May 15th, 1939. 


A meeting of the Finance and General Pur- 
poses Committee was held at 36, Gordon Square, 
W.C.1, on Monday, May 15th, with the President 
(Major Brennan DeVine) in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been circulated, were taken as read. 

Mr. Watson queried the minute with reference 
to the cheque for £23 5s. 10d. received from 
Messrs. S. H. Cannon & Co., saying that his 
impression was that it was agreed that no 
decision should be taken as to the allocation of 
this money until the balance sheets of the two 
societies had been obtained for the information 
of the Committee. As other members were 
under the same impression, it was resolved to 
amend the minutes accordingly. 

The latest balance sheets of the two societies 
were then laid before the meeting, and in the 
light of the information obtained from these 
Major Kirk moved, Professor Mitchell seconded, 
and it was unanimously agreed to allot two- 
thirds of the £23 5s. 10d. to the Victoria Veterin- 
ary Benevolent Fund, and one-third to the 
National Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual 
Defence Society in aid of the benevolent side 
of its work. 

Also arising from the minutes:— 

(i) Annual Meetings of 1940 and 1941.—A letter 
was read from the Mayor, confirming his inter- 
view with the President, the President-Elect and 
Mr. H. R. Hewetson on May 6th with reference 
to the facilities which could be offered by the 
Corporation, in the event of a decision bein 
arrived at to hold the Annual General Meeting o 
the Association in 1940 in Southport. 

As members of the Sub-committee appointed to 
make such preliminary enquiries, the President 
and the President-Elect both supported the 
Mayor’s invitation, and it was accordingly 
unanimously resolved to recommend to_ the 
Council that the Annual General Meeting of the 
Association in 1940 be held in Southport. The 
President thought that the selection of the venue 
for the Annual General Meeting, 1941, should be 
postponed with a view to guidance being sought 





from the General Meeting at Yarmouth and in 
order that the President for that year might be 
consulted, 

The President-Elect and the other members of 
the Committee concurred in the President’s sug- 
gestion. 

(ii) Loveday Report.—A letter was read from 
Professor W. M. Mitchell, asking to be excused 
from acting as one of the representatives to lay 
the views of the Association on the Loveday 
Report before the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, in view of his position 
as a member of Council of the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College. 

After discussion it was agreed to substitute 
the name of Mr. Steele-Bodger, and Major 
Hancock and Mr. Brayley Reynolds’ were 
appointed as additional representatives. 

(iii) A report was received on recent develop- 
ments concerning the claim made against Mr. 
Burton by the proprictors of “BS.L.” It 
was understood that he had = decided to 
defend the claim on the grounds’ that the 
representative of the firm had agreed that the 
goods should not be paid for unless they proved 
satisfactory. Any members of the Committee who 
were in a position to provide evidence showin 
that this product did not do what was claime 
for it, were requested to get into touch with the 
defendant’s solicitors. 

(iv) Report of Sub-Committee on the Business 
Organisation of the Association, etc.—Further 
consideration was given to the Report of this 
Sub-Committee, and certain suggestions for 
economy in the running of the Veterinary Record 
were remitted to the Editorial Committee. 


Meeting on June 20th, 1939. 

The Finance and General Purposes Committee 
held a meeting at the Royal (Dick) Veterinar 
College, Edinburgh, on Tuesday, June 20th, with 
the President (Major Brennan DeVine) in the 
Chair. ‘ 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been circulated to members of the Committee, 
were taken as read and signed as correct. 

Loveday Report——Iit was reported that the 
representatives appointed for the purpose had 
laid the views of the Association on the Loveday 
Report before a Special Meeting of the Council 
of the Royal College held on May 25th. A report 
of the proceedings at this meeting had been pub- 
lished in the Veterinary Record and this report 
was accepted by the Committee. 

Sub-Committee on the Business Organisation of 
the Association.—Letters were submitted from 
the Editorial Committee and Major Kirk relative 
to certain of the recommendations of this Sub- 
Committee. 

Painting of Exterior of No. 36, Gordon Square. 
—This matter was further considered and a 
letter from Major Kirk read to the meeting. After 
discussion it was decided to accept the tender 
of Messrs. C. Elgar & Son. . 

Annual Congress, 1940.—In connection with 
the Committee’s recommendation of Southport, 
a letter was read from the Lancashire Division 
extending a hearty invitation to the Association 
to hold the 1940 Congress within the area of 
the Division. ' 

Blood-Testing.—A communication was received 
from the Dairy Farmer stating that the Associ- 
ation’s remarks concerning the blood-testing 
service instituted by that publication would be 
brought to the notice of the Directors of the 
Dairy Farmer at their next meeting. 
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In the same connection, a letter was read from 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

The Secretary was instructed as to the further 
enquiries which the Committee desired to be 
made in this matter. 

Diseases of Lambs.—The reply received from 
the Scottish Farmer with regard to the article 
published in that journal on April 15th, entitled 
“ Diseases at Lambing Time” and contributed by 
an Agricultural Education Officer was laid before 
the Committee. The action of the Chairman in 
addressing a further letter to the Editor offering 
to put him in touch at any time with veterinary 
authorities who would be prepared to provide 
him with information on such specialised sub- 
ject was approved. 

It being the feeling of the Committee that the 
article in question called for comment, it was 
decided to request the Editorial Committee to 
arrange for the publication of an article by a 
member of the profession on the subject in an 
early issue of the Scottish Farmer. 

Accounts for 1938.—The audited accounts for 

the year ended December 31st, 1938, were laid 
before the Committee and passed for presenta- 
tion to the Annual General Meeting. 
_ It was decided to adopt the suggestion, made 
in a covering letter from the Auditors, that a 
system of counterfoil invoice receipt books 
should be instituted for the purpose of recording 
cash sales and small advertisements. 

With regard to the depreciation in the market 
value of Investments at December 3ist, 1938, it 
was decided to call the attention of the officers 
of the Association to this, for any necessary 
action, 

Animals Anaesthetics Act, 1919.—Consider- 
ation was given to a letter from the Hon. Secre- 
tary, Scientific Investigations Committee of the 
Universities’ Federation for Animal Welfare, 
inviting the Association to appoint a committee 
of experts to review the present status of anaes- 
thesia in animals and to make recommendations 
for the drafting of a new Bill to, take the place 
of the Animals Anaesthetics Act, 1919. The 
Federation would be prepared to support the 
Association, although the amount of financial 
assistance which it could render would neces- 
sarily be limited. 

After discussion, it was decided to defer this 
matter for further consideration at the next 
meeting. 

Reprints of Articles Contributed by the 
N.V.M.A, Advisory Committee on _ Parasitic 
Diseases.—At the request of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, consideration was given to a resolution 

assed by the Advisory Committee on Parasitic 

iseases requesting that 3,000 reprints should in 
future be procured of each article produced by 
the Committee, with a view to their publication 
in the near future in book form. 

It was left to the officers of the Association to 
take a decision in this matter in the light of 
enquiries as to the probable cost of acceding 
to the Parasitic Diseases Committee’s request. 

Next Meeting—tThe date of the next meeting 
of the Committee was fixed as Thursday, 
July 13th, at 4.30 p.m. 


On the motion that the reports be received, 
Professor BoDDIE said that he thought that it 
would be appropriate, under the heading of the 
Loveday Report, if that Council expressed its 
thanks to the Special Committee which prepared 
that very lucid memcrandum and attended at 
the Royal College to present it. 





It was pointed out that the Sub-Committee 
was still in being. 

Professor BoDDIE observed that if that were 
the case he hoped the Special Committee would 
devote particular attention to the position that 
now arose, of one College having four representa- 
tives on the R.C.V.S. Council while another 
College, which was equally important, now had 
none. 

Professor Boddie, continuing, referred to what 
he termed the intolerable position of a Principal 
of a Veterinary College, with no political aspira- 
tions, who was required to undergo the hazards 
of an election and suffering the indignity of a 
defeat. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER said that that was one 
of the points stressed in the memorandum. 
They had, in point of fact, the case of the 
representative of Eire as establishing a precedent 
for the presence on the Council of persons not 
elected by vote of the whole profession and they 
made the point there that each College should 
have individual representatives on the Council : 
he did not think they could carry that matter 
any further at that stage. 

Professor BoDDIe agreed that it was incor- 
porated in the memorandum ;they did not 
know, however, what reception they might meet 
with in regard to that particular point and he 
felt that if they were to anticipate any favourable 
result they would have to keep hammering away 
at it. 

Dr. WHITEHOUSE observed that he would 
very much rather that nothing whatever be said 
that looked as if it had a bearing on the last 
election : he must ask them not to use the recent 
election as an instance. He thought that 
perhaps the Principals of the Colleges might be 
co-opted in an advisory capacity but it was very 
important to keep in the hands of the profession 
the power of electing members of Council, 
R.C.V.S. 

Major McGREGoR pointed out that there was 
a precedent for the present position which had 
arisen as the result of the last election to Council, 
R.C.V.S., inasmuch as subsequent to the death 
of Dr. Bradley there was a period of two years 
during which the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College was without a representative on the 
Council of the Royal College. That might be 
taken as a precedent if Dr. Whitehouse would 
prefer that his case be omitted. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER observed that the two 
cases were not comparable: they were separate 
and distinct instances where Colleges were not 
represented. Dr. Bradley’s passing caused a 
death vacancy and he thought there was a 
member appointed in place of Dr. Bradley. 
Now they had a concrete instance of what the 
Association was maintaining: in an isolated 
case they could use Major McGregor’s argument 
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also, but the two were not on all fours, they were 
quite distinct. 

Mr. THOMSON asked if it was not just a ques- 
tion of finding out the feeling of the profession 
as to whether or not the Colleges should be 
represented on the Council. He thought the 
view of Dr. Whitehouse was that a Principal of 
a College should be present in an advisory 
capacity but that a man should be elected on 
his own merits. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER said that the point made 
by the National Veterinary Medical Association 
was that the Principals should be co-opted in 
an advisory capacity; but that those so 
co-opted should not be on the Registration 
Committee if, as was conceivable, these repre- 
sentatives were not veterinary men at all. 

This concluded the discussion of the report 
which was now adopted. 


Editorial Committee. 


The report of this Committee was read as 
follows by its CHAIRMAN (Mr. Steele-Bodger), 
who moved its reception and adoption, Dr. 
WOOLDRIDGE seconding the motion which was 
carried unanimously :— 


Many matters of importance have engaged the 
attention of this Committee during the past 
quarter, these having particular reference both 
to the major issues which are exercising the 
minds of the profession at the present time and 
to what may aptly be termed the internal 
economy of the journal. 

Prominence has been given in the editorial 
columns to the continued consideration of the 
Loveday Report and the question of co-operation 
with the People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals 
of the Poor, while occasion has been taken to 
put the point of view of the profession on the 
provisions of the Poultry Industry Bill and the 
part of the veterinary profession in the control 
of the mechanism provided for in this measure 
for combating disease in poultry. Mention may 
also be made of the assessment which was _ pub- 
lished of the first year’s working of Part IV of 
the Agriculture Act. 

A wealth of material both from the Divisions 
and from outside sources has been received for 
publication in the general articles section, but in 
view of their importance to veterinary readers 
this section in two issues was devoted to the 
papers presented to the recently-held National 
Nutrition Conference, the main issues under dis- 
cussion being considered in the leading article 
columns from the veterinarian’s point of view. 

In view of the rapid approach of the Associ- 
ation’s annual meeting at Yarmouth, full use has 
been made of the journal to emphasise the 
attractions of this Congress and to ensure that 
the maximum_ benefit shall accrue from the 
efforts of the Provisional Committee to provide 
for the entertainment and comfort of those 
attending. : 

The Committee is glad to report that in con- 
sequence of representations made certain bodies 
advertising appointments have raised the initial 
salary offered to a figure in conformity with 
the Association’s scales, even when these have 
not strictly applied to the appointment in ques- 
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tion. In order to place the Editorial Committee 
in a firmer position to make such representa- 
tions, however, it has suggested to the Appoint- 
ments Committee that the latter should consider 
laying down, where practicable, scales of 
salaries for staff appointments covering a wider 
field than those at present in force, e.g., for staff 
appointments at veterinary colleges. 


Careful consideration has been given to the 
suggestions put forward by the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee based upon the 
recommendations of the N.V.M.A. Sub-Committee 
on Office Organisation, etc., as to measures which 
should be adopted to effect economies in the 
production of the Veterinary Record, such 
economies to be practised until the financial 
state of the Association is on a much better foot- 
ing. Bearing in mind to the full the necessity 
of maintaining the value of the Association’s 
journal as a medium for publication of veterin- 
ary scientific material, the ventilation and 
exchange of views on all matters of interest to 
the profession and also for the publication of 
news, the Committee felt that it should effect the 
following changes in the light of the recommend- 
ations made: that each issue of the Veterinary 
Record should be limited in size so as not to 
exceed a monthly average of 32 pages of reading 
matter per issue; the principle of an increase in 
charges both for display and small advertise- 
ments was accepted (the new charges for the 
latter, now intimated in the hee ee gy | Record, 
have already been put into operation). In further 
reference to display advertisements it may be 
pointed out that it has been found by comparison 
with other scientific journals that Record rates 
are very low and it is believed that such 
increases as it has been decided to adopt there- 
fore will not result in a serious diminution of 
advertising by firms, but that, on the balance, the 
advertising revenue of the Record will profit 
materially. 


Reports of Special Committees 


Consultative Committee. 


This report, which had been circulated to 
members, was adopted without discussion on 
the motion of the PRESIDENT, seconded by Major 
McGREGOR and was as follows :— 


As a result of a preliminary meeting at 36 
Gordon Square, and the subsequent reception of 
a deputation at the Ministry of Agriculture, the 
Special Consultative Committee is able to report 
as follows:— . 

Following upon the consideration of proposals 
received from the Ministry in writing, and 
after the Committee had put forward counter- 
suggestions, a modified scale of fees for work 
under the Tuberculosis Order, the Milk and 
Dairies Acts and Orders and for tuberculin test- 
ing was agreed for submission to the bie pee! 
It is understood that this slightly amended scale 
has now received approval, and that the new 
fees will be payable as from July 1st. — 

Continuity of Employment.—The Association 
has been assured that while there must neces- 
sarily be variations in the volume and nature of 
work to be undertaken by individual part-time 
officers, there is no intention to reduce the pro- 
portions of the duties assigned to practitioners. 

Notification of Official Tuberculin Tests.—lt 
has been agreed that notice should be given 
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through the medium of the Record and by cir- 
cular letters from the Ministry, that owing to the 
increasing number of official tests, notices will 
no longer be issued to practitioners as an 
ordinary routine; but any practitioner who 
desires to receive such notifications in relation 
to any or all herds of his clients is free to make 
arrangements accordingly with the Divisional 
Inspector. 

_ Lectures to Farmers.——The Committee has 
intimated that it would be content if Veterinary 
Investigation Officers were asked to notify local 
Divisions, N.V.M.A., of any lectures that they 
may be giving in the locality. 

Arrangements for Herd _ Inspections.—The 
Chief Veterinary Officer to the Ministry has 
undertaken to investigate the manner in which 
herd inspections are arranged in_ certain 
divisional areas. 

Market Inspections——Mr. Nathan has promised 
that an inquiry will be made into the pro- 
cedures adopted in connection with giving 
practitioners notice to inspect markets. 

“Section 4” Investigations by Whole-time 

Officers—The Ministry is prepared to allow a 
local veterinary inspector to be present at these 
investigations, provided— 
_ (a) That the bulk sample leading to_ the 
investigation was taken either before or within 
one month after the Local Veterinary Inspector’s 
examination; 

(b) That the Local Veterinary Inspector may 
visit only when the herd of a client is con- 
cerned; and 

(c) That Local Veterinary Inspectors who 
wish to take advantage of this arrangemnet shall 
notify the Divisional Inspector. 

Tuberculin Testing under the Attested Herds 
Scheme and Survey.—It was requested that the 
Ministry’s Inspectors should be asked to help in 
dispelling the misapprehension that is common 
among herd-owners that only Panel “A” men 
may carry out these tests. The reply given was 
that the Ministry could not intervene in a matter 
which affected an owner’s choice of veterinary 
surgeon. 

Reduction in the Number of Forms.—The 
Ministry points out that this has been achieved 
to some extent by the amalgamation of certain 
forms, while the use by practitioners of carbon 

apers would further minimise this work. 

oreover, the Department is looking into a sug- 
gestion pertaining to forms for reports on milk 
samples. 

Marking of Accredited Cattle—The ‘Ministry 
has intimated that it would ascertain whether 
there has been any reduction in the extent of 
ear marking of cattle in accredited herds. 

Poultry Commission.—The view expressed by 
the deputation that a representative of the pro- 
fession should be appointed to the Poultry Com- 
mission is to be conveyed by the Ministry to the 
proper quarter. 

Salaries of Veterinary Investigation Officers, 
and Research Workers.—Following upon mention 
of the Association’s representations of 1936 on 
this question, the Committee was informed that 
the appropriate Division of the Ministry would 
be asked to report on the present position. 

Salvaging of Carcases under the Tuberculosis 
Order.—The methods of disposing of carcases of 
cattle slaughtered under the above Order are 
under consideration. 

Numbers of Local Veterinary Inspectors.—In 


April, 1938, there were 603 Panel “A” inspectors 
and during the year this number rose to 638. 
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Following the recent review, there are now 674 
on Panel “A” and 205 on Panel “ B.” 

“ Hardship Cases.”—Representations made by 
the Committee have resulted in six more prac- 
titioners being placed on Panel “ A,” and one on 
Panel “B,” while seven other cases are under 
consideration. 


National Emergency Committee. 


Copies of this report had also been circulated ; 
the report was as follows :— 


The National Emergency Committee met at 
36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on Tuesday, April 
25th, 1939, with the President (Major Srenhen 
DeVine) in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read, confirmed and signed_as correct. 

Air Raid Precautions——The Hon. Secretary 
gave a brief account of the help rendered by 
members of the Committee’s Air Raid Pre- 
cautions Sub-Committee in the preparation of a 
Handbook to be issued by the Air Raid Pre- 
cautions Department of the Home Office giving 
advice to owners on the measures which should 
be taken for the protection of their animals 
against air raids. 

He also referred to the draft scheme for an 
A.R.P. service for animals which had _ been 
drawn up by the Sub-Committee and which was 
intended to form ye of the general A.R.P. 
scheme under Local Authorities. This scheme 
had been forwarded to the Animal Protection 
Committee of the A.R.P. Department of the 
Home Office, who had been informed that the 
Association would be prepared to help in setting 
up an organisation, provided the necessary 
funds were forthcoming. The scheme had been 
considered by the Home Office Committee and 
they had decided to refer it to several of the 
larger Animal Welfare Societies for their views 
as to the extent to which these Societies could 
— in providing personnel, funds and equip- 
ment. 

After some discussion, the Committee decided 
to arrange for publication of the scheme in the 
Veterinary Record, and to issue it to Divisions 
with a recommendation that steps be taken to 
organise such a scheme in conjunction with 
local authorities in their area. 

Central Register of Veterinary Surgeons.— 
Copies were laid before the meeting, for inform- 
ation, of circulars which had been issued to 
the profession by the Royal College of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons, with the object of assisting the 
National Service Department of the Ministry of 
Labour to compile a Register of Veterinary 
Surgeons willing to render appropriate services 
in the event of war. ; 

Proposed Scheme for the Protection of the 
Practices of “ Absentee” Practitioners.—After 
consideration of a letter from Professor G. F. 
Boddie, expressing the opinion that in view of 
the relative scarcity of country practitioners, it 
was unnecessary and also impracticable to 
attempt to make plans for the protection of the 
practices of “ absentee ” practitioners, and argu- 
ments put forward by Dr. Hare in support of 
the organisation of such a scheme, the Com- 
mittee decided to seek the views of the Society 
of Veterinary Practitioners on the necessity for 
the adoption of a scheme on the lines proposed 
by Dr. Hare. 

In discussion, Mr. STEELE-BODGER said that 
in connection with the proposed scheme for the 
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protection of the practices of absentee practi- 
tioners he would like to state that the Society 
of Veterinary Practitioners had considered the 
desirability of the ‘‘ National” proceeding with 
the scheme, and was in favour of that course. 
The Society had certain recommendations to 
make in regard to that, however, which would 
be communicated in writing to the Secretary of 
the Association. 

The report was adopted on the motion of the 
PRESIDENT, seconded by Mr. THOMSON. 


Advisory Committee on Parasitic Diseases. 


Following the effecting of one amendment in 
this report (circulated) it was adopted as 
follows, on the proposition of the PRESIDENT, 
seconded by Major McGRrEGoR :— 


_A meeting of the Advisory Committee on Para- 
sitic Diseases took place at 36, Gordon Square, 
W.C.1, on Monday, May 8th, 1939, with Major 
A. C. Duncan in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been circulated to members of the Committee, 
were taken as read and confirmed. 

Dr. Taylor informed the Committee that 
no definite conclusion could yet be drawn from 
the work he had been doing on “ Strongylosis 
in Horses.” 

It was decided to proceed with publication 
of the article describing the suggested method 
of counting worm eggs, together with photo- 
graphs of the apparatus recommended. Dr. 
Taylor undertook to prepare a final draft of the 
article and to circulate this to the other members 
of the Committee before it was handed over to 
the Veterinary Record. 

Dr. Oldham reported that the provision of 
photographs for the key for the identification 
of eggs and larvae, which the Committee had 
decided to publish, was receiving his attention. 
In this connection Dr. Montgomerie suggested 
an addition should be made of pictures of 
objects which might be mistaken for those 
included in the key, and it was agreed to 
endeavour to meet this suggestion. 

_ The Committee reviewed the progress made 
in preparing a Table of Anthelmintic Medication 
for the Commoner Parasites of Domesticated 
Animals. It was decided to expedite receipt of 
the portions relating to the pig, dog and cat 
which Colonel Wood had undertaken to draw 
up on similar lines, and that his suggestions 
should be circulated to the other members of 
the Committee when received. 

The addition to this table of an Explanatory 
Memorandum was suggested by Dr. Montgomerie, 
for the purpose of dealing with such points as 
the difference between treatment and preventive 
dosage. 

The Committee agreed to fall in with this 
suggestion. 

With regard to his promise to prepare an 
article giving an account of how to carry out a 
skin scraping and make a diagnosis of para- 
sitic mange with particular reference to the 
horse, Dr. Taylor said that he had now obtained 
suitable drawings and hoped to be able to com- 
plete this article at an early date. 

A discussion took place on the question 
whether loose cardboard covers should be made 
available to members for filing the various pub- 
lications of the Committee as they appear or 
whether reprints should be obtained of each 
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contribution and the several publications then 
bound in a booklet with a reasonably stiff cover, 
a number of blank sheets to be left at the end 
for later additions. 

It was agreed that all articles emanating from 
the Committee should first appear in the 
Veterinary Record, but that it would be much 
more convenient for reference purposes, especi- 
ally for practitioners, if the various articles 
were later published in one booklet, on the lines 
suggested. 

As regards the size of this proposed booklet, 
it seemed to the Committee that it would require 
to be the same width as the Veterinary Record, 
in order to take photographs, but that some 
reduction in length might ce possible. It was 
eventually decided to ask the printers for their 
views and suggestions. 

A resolution was passed that 3,000 reprints 
should in future be procured of each article 
produced by the Committee, and that in order 
to facilitate binding, publication of the various 
articles in hand should be so arranged that they 
appeared within a short time of each other, and 
that the series should conclude with a note on 
Recent Advances in Parasitology. With the 
addition of such a note it was felt that it would 
be some years before anything further could 
usefully be contributed to the subject, and this 
was one of the reasons which influenced the 
Committee in recommending the issue of a 
bound booklet, 

It was agreed to accept the offer of Dr. 
Oldham to bring up to date, for inclusion in this 
booklet, the article which appeared _in_ the 
Veterinary Record of September 3rd, 1938, 
entitled “ Changes in the Names of Worms: The 
Rules of Zoological Nomenclature as applied to 
Veterinary Helminthology.” 


Advisory Committee on Overseas Services. 


Dr. WooLDRIDGE (Chairman) reported on a 
meeting held on Tuesday (May 16th) between 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies and 
representatives of the Association regarding the 
unfilled post of Adviser in Animal Health and 
the conditions of service of Colonial Veterinary 
Officers. This report was as follows :— 


On Tuesday, May 16th, Mr. Malcolm Mac- 
Donald, Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
received a deputation from the N.V.M.A. to dis- 
cuss the advisability of the re-appointment of 
an Adviser in Animal Health. The Secretary of 
State was supported by Sir Edmund Brockle- 
bank, m.p., Sir John Shuckburgh, K.C.M.G., C.B., 
Sir George Tomlinson, K.C.M.G., C.B.E., Sir Frank 
Stockdale, K.C.M.G., C.B.E., Major R. D. Furse, 
C.M.G., D.S.o., and Mr. J. A. Calder, c.M.G. 

The Association, whose representatives were 
the President (Major Brennan DeVine), Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge (Chairman, N.V.M.A. Advisory Com- 
mittee on Overseas Services), Professor W. C. 
Miller, Mr. W. F. Poulton and Mr. John Smith, 
presented a Memorandum dealing with the 
Colonial Veterinary Service, its utility, the con- 
ditions of service, a comparison with other Ser- 
vices both at home and abroad, and the need 
for an Adviser in Animal Health. ‘ 

In spite of the many calls upon the time of 
the Secretary of State, particularly just at the 
moment with the urgency of the Palestine ques- 
tion, the Association’s representatives were 
afforded both a good hearing and ample time in 
which to present their case. 

At the end of the discussion Mr. MacDonald 








912 No. 29. VoL. 51. 


promised to give thorough consideration to the 
points of view advanced by the Association, 
particularly as regards the re-appointment of an 
Adviser in Animal Health. He also made the 
suggestion, with which the Association’s repre- 
sentatives readily agreed, that discussions on 
conditions of service should be continued with 
the appropriate Advisers of the Colonial Office. 


Dr. WooLpRIDGE added that in connection 
with that report he wished to state that prior to 
the date of that meeting (Tuesday, May 16th) 
discussions had all been of an informal nature. 
From now on, however, they were to be formal 
in character and they had arranged, since that 
deputation, for the first formal meeting between 
the representatives of the Association and the 
Colonial Office to discuss these matters to be 
held on June 27th. 

The report was adopted on the proposal of 
Major McGreGor, seconded by Mr. HANCOCK. 


“ Dalrymple-Champneys ” Cup and Medal. 


The Council next received the following report 
of the Committee appointed to consider nomina- 
tions for this year’s award of the ‘“ Dalrymple- 
Champneys ”’ Cup and Medal and letters from 
Dr. Minett on the subject :— 

The Committee appointed to consider nomin- 
ations for the 1939 award of the “ Dalrymple- 
Champneys” Cup and Medal met at 36, Gordon 
Square, on Tuesday, May 23rd, 1939, with Sir 

eldon Dalrymple-Champneys in the Chair. 

The nominations handed to the President 
were laid before the Committee, together with 
a communication from Professor Dalling. 

After full discussion the Committee decided to 
recommend that no award be made this year. 

Consideration was next given to letters from 
Dr. Minett on the method of making the award. 

The Rules as a whole were then reviewed, and 
it was agreed to recommend certain alterations. 


The SECRETARY read a letter from Dr. J. T. 
Edwards relative to the Rules governing the 
award. 

The Council resolved itself into committee to 
discuss this matter and upon the resumption of 
open meeting it was resolved “ that the matter 
be referred for further consideration to the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee.” 


RESOLUTIONS FROM DIVISIONS 


From the South-Eastern Division: “ That the 
method of electing the Council of the N.V.M.A. 
is now out of date, and that a small special 
committee be appointed to suggest ways and 
means of making the election more democratic 
and of giving every member an equal vote.” 

On the motion of Mr. STEes_eE-BoDGeEr, 
seconded by Professor BopptIr, it was agreed 
that this resolution be referred to the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee for considera- 
tion and report. 

From the Lancashire Division: 1. ‘ That the 
principle of rapprochement between the Veterin- 
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ary Profession and the People’s Dispensary for 
Sick Animals of the Poor be approved.” 

2. “* That no active co-operation by members 
of the profession with the P.D.S.A.P. should be 
entered into and that no public announcement 
should be made until a practicable scheme has 
been evolved and agreed upon between the 
National Veterinary Medical Association and 
the People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals of the 
Poor.” 

3. “‘ That while not wishing to tie the hands 
of the negotiating Committee, the Lancashire 
Association consider that it is vital that any 
agreed scheme should contain adequate safe- 
guards that only animals whose owners are 
unable to pay a veterinary surgeon’s fee should 
benefit under the scheme. Also, no further clinic 
should be opened without consultation with the 
National Veterinary Medical Association and the 
question of diagnosis and position of technical 
officers should receive special consideration.” 

The PRESIDENT said that in addition to the 
foregoing resolutions, which had appeared on 
the agenda, a further resolution had been 
received on the subject of co-operation with the 
People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals of the 
Poor from the Central Veterinary Society. 

The SEcRETARY read this resolution, which 
was as follows: ‘ That this Society having con- 
sidered the R.C.V.S.-P.D.S.A.P. scheme, agrees 
with the principle of co-operation with animal 
welfare societies but expresses its apprehension 
at the apparent absence of safeguards to the 
profession. It calls upon the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. to do its utmost to secure these safe- 
guards on behalf of the profession and recom- 
mends its members meanwhile not to make 
individual arrangements with the P.D.S.A.P.”’ 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER moved that these resolu- 
tions be received and forwarded to the appro- 
priate committee and that the attention of the 
Special Committee appointed to deal with this 
matter in conjunction with the R.C.V.S. be 
drawn to them. 

Mr. CAMPBELL seconded the motion. 

Discussion having been invited, Dr. 
WOOLDRIDGE said that he would just like to 
ask, if he might, whether the Council’s previous 
resolution on this subject was not in complete 
agreement with those resolutions and whether, 
therefore, they might not express, as a Council, 
their sympathy with that point of view. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER observed that he thought 
that the Council’s resolution was exactly in 
sympathy, but in the Association’s letter to the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons attention 
was drawn to the receipt of further resolutions 
and these were the resolutions referred to. 

Major McGrecor asked if they could be 
assured that there was no divergence of opinion 
between that expressed by the Council’s resolu- 
tion and that in the resolutions now before them. 
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Mr. STEELE-BODGER replied that they were in 
agreement but that agreement could be 
emphasised. 

The motion 
diseussion. 


was carried without further 


VoTE OF THANKS TO THE “ Dick ” COLLEGE 
AUTHORITIES 


The PRESIDENT said that he would like at that 
stage to express the thanks of the Association 
io Sir Arthur Olver and the Governors of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College for giving them 
facilities for holding their meetings there and 
to the staff of the College for the help they had 
afforded them. He moved accordingly, that a 
very hearty vote of thanks be passed. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER seconded the motion, 
which was carried with acclamation. 


ANY OTHER BUSINESS 


Under this heading, Mr. THOMSON said that it 
would appear from the terms of certain of the 
Committee reports before them that afternoon 
that the Association had entered upon a period 
of some financial stringency, though he had no 
doubt that the finances of the Association were 
still in a perfectly sound condition. (The 
PRESIDENT: “‘I can assure you that that is so.’’) 
Nevertheless, proceeded Mr. THOMSON, they 
were a growing Association and he felt that it 
had been their wise and proper policy in past 
years to ineur expenditure in order to get 
something back. He would like to ask if it 
would not now be a proper time to consider ways 
and means of increasing their revenue, either by 
increasing the subscription or by other means. 
They must have money to carry on their work 
and to enlarge the seope of their work. Speaking 
for himself, he did not think that the members 
of the “ National ’’ would feel it a hardship to 
spend a little more on their subscription: they 
were getting very good value in the Veterinary 
Record and other ways. He just put that for- 
ward as a suggestion, particularly as it had 
appeared tohim from the tone of the various Com- 
mittee reports that there was an economy drive 
on just now, and he did not think that this was 
the time for economy. 

The PRESIDENT said that in that connection 
he might say that they were trying to increase 
their income in regard to advertisements in the 
Veterinary Record. 

Mr. STEELE-BoDGER observed that he thought 
Mr. Thomson had their sympathy: he (the 
latter) suffered, as many of them did in these 
days, from “ private and confidential ’’ and he 
would ask him to bear with them for another 
three months. The Association had under con- 
sideration the points Mr. Thomson had in mind 
and within the next three months they might be 
able to satisfy him. 
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Mr. CAMPBELL stated that he was quite sure 
that the idea behind what Mr. Thomson had said 
was one with which they were all in hearty 
agreement, namely that whatever financial 
retrenchment must be made at present—and in 
view of the fact that the Association had 
incurred very large expenses in recent years this 
was no doubt necessary—Mr. Thomson wished 
to be assured that such retrenchment would 
involve no curtailment in the activities of the 


Association. With that view, he felt confident, 
everyone would agree most heartily. (Hear, 
hear.) 


Dr. WOOLDRIDGE observed that he personally 
was very pleased to hear Mr. Thomson make the 
suggestion that the subscription might possibly 
be increased, because he felt that the time might 
arrive when this should and could be done. 
There were, however, many people to consider, 
and he was wondering if they could get a little 
more information from people not so actively 
concerned at the moment with ‘“ National” 
affairs—whether they could get to know that a 
small increase in subscription would be no 
hardship. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER thought that the only 
way of ascertaining the existence of such a 
feeling would be by resolutions from Divisions. 

Mr. BARKER stressed the point that it was 
essential that they should remember that the 
funds of the Association should be spent entirely 
in the furtherance of the activities of the 
Association. 

Mr. THOMSON said that he was satisfied that 
everything was being done in accordance with 
the best interests of the Association. 

The meeting closed with the passing of a 
cordial vote of thanks to the President for the 
expeditious manner in which he had conducted 
the business of the afternoon. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 





Malnutrition Debated in the Lords 


In the House of Lords on July 12th, the 
Bisnop oF WINCHESTER called aftention to mal- 
nutrition and asked his Majesty’s Government if 
they proposed to take further steps to provide 
milk either at a reduced price or free to (a) 
expectant and nursing mothers; (b) children 
below the school age, and (c) children now at 
school. 

The right rev. prelate, who moved for 
papers, said it might be suggested that the 
motion was unnecessary, for the figures in con- 
nection with the entrances for the Militia were 
so satisfactory as to prove that there was really 
no serious malnutrition in the country. The 
figures, with 92 per cent. admitted as fit, were 
more satisfactory than they had dared expect. 
The figures should be scrutinised very carefully, 
however, for there was a somewhat startling con- 
trast between them and the figures which had 
been published from time to time about appli- 
cations for entrance to the other armed Forces. 
At all events, they were anxious that the boys 
and girls of school age and under school age 
to-day should grow up as healthy as apparently 
those were who now were being admitted into 
the Militia. Inquiries which had been made in 
recent years showed that there was a consider- 
able amount of malnutrition in the country, 
especially among the children. He did not mean 
it to be understood that there was anything like 
starvation; there was no evidence of that. 

There was a very strong case for considering 
the policy of family allowances. The Govern- 
ment should appoint a committee to inquire into 
the matter as fully as possible in consultation 
with those who were at present opposed to it. 
A more direct way of dealing with the problem 
was to see that those who were unable to pro- 
vide sufficient milk for their families should be 
given it either free or at a lower price through 
subsidies. There had been negotiations on this 
question between the producers and distributors, 
and they were to be re-opened. If the negotia- 
tions failed he hoped the Government would 
make it plain on whom the blame rested. Half 
the children in schools were not receiving milk, 
and those who received it only did so while 
they were at school. 

We were not in the position of some countries 
where there had to be a choice between guns 
and butter. We were asking for guns, butter, 
and milk. The health of the people of the 
country was as necessary for national defence 
as the armaments which might have to be used 
in the defence of their freedom. 

Lord SNELL said that the results of the medical 
examination of militiamen showed that at long 
last faith in the wisdom of social services had 
borne fruit of a very valuable character. There 
was nothing worse than hunger in the schools. 
To feed hungry children was not only right in 
itself but was a good national investment. A 
child was not only the child of John Smith; he 
was the child of John Bull. 


Lorp HANKEY AND ARMY REJECTIONS 


Lorp Hankey said that as Secretary of the 
Committee of Imperial Defence he was pro- 
foundly shocked and humiliated by the fact that 
year after year more than 50 per cent., and 
sometimes up to nearly 60 per cent., of the men 
offering themselves for enlistment in the Army 
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were rejected for physical and medical reasons. 
As Clerk of the Privy Council he addressed him- 
self to the late Sir Walter Morley Fletcher, then 
Secretary to the Medical Research Council, who 
assured him that medical research had proved 
that the defects which caused these rejections 
were curable by broad means of nutrition, but 
that it took at least 15 years to translate research 
into action. 

The figures of Militia enlistment gave real 
ground for satisfaction, but there was still great 
room for improvement. He did not want to 
paint too black a picture, but our national health 
was not all that it might be. The number of 
unfit people one met in all classes and of all ages 
was very disturbing. If national health were on 
a very sound footing we would not get the spate 
of advertisements that defiled our highways and 
filled the advertisement columns of our Press. 
Never was the need for improved national health 
and physique more vital than at present, when 
we were confronted with grave emergencies. 

How could economy and efficiency in national 
health be achieved? The answer lay in the 
extraordinarily illuminating and_ enlightened 
report of the League’s mixed committee on 
nutrition for 1937, which was presided over by 
Lord Astor with the most extraordinary success. 
The Medical Research Council had succeeded in 
condensing some of the main results into a very 
few words. They said that a much greater con- 
sumption of milk and other dairy products, of 
eggs and vegetables, including potatoes, of fruit 
and fish, at the expense of bread, biscuits, sugar, 
and sweets, especially in early life, was an 
urgent national requirement. It would not only 
improve the physique of the people but would 
reduce the amount of dental decay and greatly 
raise the standard of health. 

That was the new science of nutrition. It was 
the basis of a new charter of life and hope for 
the people. It all sounded too easy. There must 
be some catch. The real catch was in ourselves. 
To get people to change their habits of feeding 
was harder than persuading Naaman to try 
bathing seven times in the Jordan to cure his 
leprosy. 

The tragedy was that the pace’ who wanted 
to try those methods did not know how to begin. 
In our schools next to nothing was taught about 
the question of nutrition, and what was taught 
was mostly out of date. Surely, now that the 
facts were established officially by the highest 
national and international authorities, the time 
had come for a great national work of propa- 
ganda and education. Nothing less than a sus- 
tained campaign would overcome the apathy, 
which was not confined to the general public. 

He asked the noble lord who would reply for 
the Government to tell them whether the Govern- 
ment accepted the report of the League of 
Nations inquiry of 1937 into nutrition and the 
advice of the Medical Research Council on the 
subject. He also asked what was being done 
and what was intended with a view to spreading 
throughout the nation and the Empire the epoch- 
making discoveries contained in that report, for 
he believed that this was the most important 
task in the work of national regeneration which 
lay before them. 


PASTEURISATION OF MILK 


Viscount Astor said that the great need at the 
moment in this country was for cheaper and 
safer milk. The other day he addressed a three- 
day conference organised by the British Medical 
Association, and all of them who followed this 
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realised that up to date the great medical pro- 
fession had not been able to act with complete 
vigour in the campaign to increase the con- 
sumption of milk because they realised the diffi- 
culty in urging mothers to give their children 
more milk when they could not at the same time 
—— that the milk available was reasonably 
sate. 

It was indeed regrettable that two or three 
of the main proposals in the Milk Bill which 
the Government brought forward last December, 
which would have assisted substantially in mak- 
ing the milk supply cheaper and safer, had been 
dropped and were not included in the present 
Milk Bill. There was prejudice in some minds 
against the pasteurisation of milk. His own 
inclination was to oppose pasteurisation because 
he was a milk producer who wanted to sell raw 
milk, but he had to recognise that there was 
this problem and he thought that the farmers 
were shortsighted if and when they opposed 
measures to facilitate the pasteurisation of milk 
which did not come from tubercle-free cows. 
Evidence as to the value of pasteurisation was 
overwhelming. If there was an educational cam- 
paign he hoped the findings of these authori- 
tative bodies on pasteurisation would be put 
before the public. 

Viscount DAWSON oF PENN said that the Militia 
represented all classes of the population and one 
would therefore expect to find better health 
among them than among those who applied for 
enlistment to the Army in ordinary times, partly 
because those who were being brought into the 
Army through the Militia were young enough to 
have profited from the improved knowledge of 
feeding during recent years. On the other hand, 
those who went into the Army in the ordinary 
way included a larger proportion of those who 
were down on their luck than those who had 
been under parental care. 

It was an established fact, supported by a 
growing accumulation of knowledge, that if we 
wanted strong and healthy children we must 
see to it that there was available not only food 
adequate in quantity but proper in quality 
according to the results of medical research. 
Above all, there must be for every child an 
assured supply of the fundamental and _ pro- 
tective foods, wherever possible freshly pro- 
duced. Milk, vegetables, eggs, and such forms 
of food were of greater importance to us to grow 
in this country than corn and cereals. 

Was it unfair to say that Government after 
Government were like unto Pharaoh in their 
obstinacy on the matter of pasteurisation? How 
many more warnings must be produced before 
a Government of the country was converted to 
the necessity of pasteurisation of milk? What 
about Bournemouth? Was that not evidence 
enough? What about the outbreaks of diph- 
theria and scarlet fever? What about these new 
troubles coming among us and increasing rather 
than decreasing through the existence’ of 
undulant fever? 

There ought to be a large, comprehensive 
policy which recognised that the State had an 
interest in the nurture of children from the 
time of their birth to at least 18 years of age. 
It might be urged, where was the money to 
come from for a notey of that description? He 
would urge that the building up of the future 
nation should take precedence of everything else. 
Whether it was regarded from the point of view 
of the health and happiness of individual chil- 
dren or as a fundamental necessity for a strong 
nation in the future, it became the best invest- 
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ment and should be a prior claim on the 
Treasury. 


GOVERNMENT REPLY 


_ Earl De La Warr, President of the Board of 
Education, said certain local authorities’ figures 
showed that, as compared with 1919, children 
of 12 to 13 had increased in weight from 6 lb. 
to 8 lb., and in height from 2 in. to 3 in. He 
agreed that they should beware of taking too 
much from the figures with regard to the accept- 
ances for the Militia. Undoubtedly all those 
questions were matters of standard, and stand- 
ards varied as between a particular standard 
for acceptance and that required for acceptance 
into the Regular Army. 

The figures he had given were to some extent 
encouraging, but he would not like to say that they 
were sufficiently good to make the Government 
feel that they had really begun to solve the 
problem. Neither were they any justification 
for complacency. They showed that, while 
there was a good deal to do, in so far as they 
had tackled the problem, they had been tackling 
it on fairly sound lines, and that it was possible 
to get further good results. 

The Government freely admitted that the only 
way to secure an adequate increase in the con- 
sumption of milk was by obtaining a substantial 
reduction in price. Since 1937 it had been the 
Government’s policy to endeavour to secure, 
working with the industry, a reduction in the 
price of milk to local authorities for the pur- 
pose of the supply of milk to mothers and to 
children under five. They estimated that if they 
were able to put this scheme into operation it 
would mean an increase in the consumption of 
milk for this purpose from something over 
3,000,000 gallons a year to something over 
20,000,000 gallons a year. The Milk Bill made 
financial provision for this purpose, and the 
matter was still the subject of negotiation 
between the various bodies concerned. The 
Government were really serious in their inten- 
tion to put a scheme of this type into operation. 

Improvements were being made rapidly in the 
instructions given to schools in domestic sub- 
jects, dealing both with the technique of 
cookery and the whole question of food values. 
Not a single senior or secondary school would 
be built without proper provision for the teach- 
ing of domestic science. Girls were leaving 
school with a real grasp of the fundamentals 
of good cooking and a simple and intelligent 
view of food values. They were helping to build 
up a community which knew what sound feed- 
ing meant. In tackling the problem of mal- 
nutrition more machinery would be needed, but 
a great deal more use should be made of existing 
machinery. Negotiations would be pressed for- 
ward with regard to the provision of free or 
cheap milk for children under five. 

The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Docking and Nicking of Horses 


In the House of Commons, on July 12th, Sir R. 
Giyn asked leave to introduce the Docking and 
Nicking of Horses (Prohibition) Bill, to prevent 
the docking and nicking of horses and importa- 
tion of docked and nicked horses. He said that 
a similar Bill passed through all its stages in 
the House of rds last Session, and certain 
amendments were made in it which the pro- 
moters of the present Bill proposed to adopt. 
Apart from the cruelty involved in this practice 
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he contended that it was unnecessary. In this 
Bill they were only doing what every country 
in Europe had already done. ‘ 

Leave was given and the Bill was brought in. 
The Milk Bill 

With the House in Committee on the Milk 
Industry (No. 2) Bill, on Clause 4 (Limitation of 
quantity of milk in respect of which Exchequer 
payments may be made), Mr. T. WiILLIAMsS moved 
an amendment to reduce the 125,000,000 gallons 
of milk allocated for butter and cheese, for 
which subsidy could be claimed, by 25,000,000 
gallons. He said it was a wrong policy for any 
Government to subsidise milk tor manufacture 
until they had explored every conceivable 
a to increase the consumption of liquid 
milk. 

Mr. Hopkin said that to reduce the amount of 
milk on which a subsidy was payable seemed to 
be a policy of scarcity. ’ 

Sir J. Lams, opposing the amendment, said 
that it was to the interests of the Milk Board to 
sell as much milk as possible to the liquid 
market. There was no desire by the Board to 
send milk for manufacturing purposes if they 
could dispose of it for any other purpose. There 
was a danger by the amendment of defeating 
the object which they all had in mind, which 
was cheap milk on the liquid market. 

Mr. MoraGan said that milk at 2s. 4d. a gallon 
was too dear for large sections of people in this 
country. There should be no need to carry more 
surplus than the Milk Marketing Board required 
as a reserve supply for the liquid milk market. 
Over and above that, steps should be taken to 
try to force the extra milk into more economic 
uses. 

Sir R. Dorman Smita said that the Bill did 
hold out a hope of getting a good deal from the 
cheap milk schemes. There was no limit set 
on the amount of money that might be expended. 
But if there were to be a prosperous liquid milk 
market there must be a surplus—a reserve pool 
of round about 20 per cent. all the year round. 
And if there were to be a reserve, there must be 
some method of dealing with it. Therefore 
there must be a certain amount of milk manu- 
facture, 

The amendment was negatived by 193 votes 
to 129—Government majority, 64, and the Com- 
mittee stage was concluded. 


DISEASE-FREE CATTLE 


‘ 

At a later session, Mr. T. WiLLIAMsS moved an 
amendment to the schedule to omit the scale of 
payments by boards and Exchequer contribu- 
tions for milk from an attested herd which was 
not accredited, standard, tuberculin tested, or 
certified. He said milk which failed to qualify 
for one of the four standards appeared to be 
of a low grade, and should not qualify for 
premium. 

Mr. Hopkin opposed the amendment, and said 
that if it were carried it would cause a great 
injustice to farmers who had incurred consider- 
able expense in having their herds attested. 

Sir R. Dorman-Smitu, Minister of Agriculture, 
said that the Government were trying to attack 
the question of clean milk on two fronts—to get 
milk that was really clean, and to eradicate 
disease. The premium under discussion was 
really a disease eradication premium. It was 
essential to try to build up a reservoir of disease- 
free cattle. He agreed that it would be more 
appropriate to have the premium working under 








the agriculture Acts. It was not right, how- 
ever, to suggest that because milk did not come 
up to the accredited standard it was therefore 
dirty milk. 

On his own farm, when they switched over 
from ordinary farming to dairy farming, they 
wanted to get an accredited licence. The milk 
was clean enough to come up to T.T. standards, 
but owing to certain things about the farm— 
there was a yard which did not please the sani- 
tary inspector—he could not get an accredited 
licence. That might well be happening on other 
farms; the buildings might not be up to the 
accredited standard, although the milk might be 
pure. It would be disastrous to carry the 
amendment, because the Milk Marketing Board 
and producers had already taken up for last 
year liabilities in respect of research to rid 
herds of tuberculosis. 

Mr. A. V. ALEXANDER said that it was inaccu- 
rate to talk about diseased milk as only milk 
infected with tuberculosis. It was not right to 
v— public money for any milk that was not 
safe. 

The amendment was negatived and the Report 
stage concluded. The Bill then had a quick 
passage to third reading. Sir REGINALD DORMAN- 
Smita stated that the Milk Marketing Board were 
now ready to submit a cheap milk scheme, and 
the Government considered that it would be 
reasonable to give an Exchequer grant up to the 
end of September, 1940, at a rate to ensure the 
Board an average return of 1s. 2d. a gallon over 
the year. The milk would be made available to 
local authorities for maternity and child welfare 
schemes at a reduced rate of 1s. 4d. a gallon, 
which was not much more than half the usual 
price. 


Use of Cavalry 

At question time on Tuesday last Lieut.-Col. 
A. TroyTe asked the Secretary of State for War 
whether, in view of the fact that both our horsed 
cavalry regiments were employed abroad, he 
would consider reconverting some _ of the 
mechanised cavalry to horses. 

Mr. Hore-BeLisHa: The question pre-supposes 
that a mechanised cavalry regiment can _ be 
transformed into a horsed cavalry regiment 
merely by providing it with horses and the 
appropriate equipment. A far more expeditious 
method in the case of need would be to make 
use of the 15 Yeomanry regiments. 

Lieut.-Col. Troyte: Are not foreign nations 
keeping a far larger proportion of regular 
cavalry in their armies, and would it not be 
wiser for us to do the same? 

Brig.-Gen. Makins: Is the Minister aware how 
valuable mounted regiments have proved in 
Palestine, and that brigadiers are now wanting 
to have a proportion of the cavalry mounted? 

Mr. Hore-Beuisua: I do not think they are 
staying much longer in Palestine. 

* ce * * 

The_ Riding Establishments Bill was read a 

second time in the House of Lords. 








. The Shorthorn Society has a membership of 
3,630 (comprising 762 life and 2,868 annual) 
There are 18,711 entries for Volume 85 of the 
Herd Book, an increase of 268 compared with 
the previous volume. There are now about 2,000 
Shorthorn herds in Great Britain which are 
attested tuberculosis free under the official 
schemes. 
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Glasgow 


First YEAR: 
Angus, C. E. 
Barr, W. B. 
“Boyd, J. A. 
Brewster, J. R. 
‘Brocklehurst, F. B. 
‘Brown, A. C. L. 
*Bryson, R. W. 
‘Buchanan, W. G. 
‘Buntain, David 
Clow, D. 
Conacher, Oe i 
‘Cooper, Miss M. B. 
Corrie, J. W. 
Craig, John 
Dewar, H. D. (C) 
Douglas, Campbell (B) 
Duncan, George (C) 
*Duncan, H. 
Fraser, J. R. (C) 
Gillespie, A. E. 
Haigh, B. (B) 
Hamilton, A. 
Holmes, H. V. 
Leslie, Miss M. ¢ 
McCallum, F. J. 


*McKenzie, G. J. 
Mackie, . c. 
McKin, M. 
McLelfand, Miss R. 
*Noble, N. M. 
Normand, Miss J. G. 
O'Loughlin, Miss R. 

(B) 

Orr, R. R. S. 

Paton, N. J. A 
Payne, H. M. 
*Pfob, L. S. 
Pollock, J. C. (B) 
Rankin, W. L. 

7Serth, G. W. 

*Sillars, David 
Sinclair, J. J. 

Smart, T. W. H. 
Sommerville, J. 
Spiers, A. D. 

*Stewart, Wm. 
Sumner, K. C. 
+Wilson, R. M. 

Young, J. A. 


+ Denotes first class honours. 

* Denotes second class honours. 
(B) Denotes credit in Biology. 
(C) Denotes credit in Chemistry. 


SECOND YEAR: 
Aupret, David 
Barratt, A. J. (H) 
‘Bayliss, J. B. 

Bell, A. K. 
Bradley, - Ff 
Bryson, I. (H) 
Clarke, A. % 
Darroch, W. 
Evelyn, Miss A. 
Hendrie, E. W 
Hill, David 

‘Holt, A. F. 
Hukku, R. N. 
Humphrey, W. M. 
Johnston, A. 
Johnston, W. G. 
Lennie, Miss M. B. 
Lithgow, Thos. (P) 
Logan, J. B. 
Loughlin, J. 


Loughridge, Samuel 
( 


McElhone, J. S. 
Mathieson, N. H. 
Miller, Andrew 
Moir, R. S. (H) 
Noble, W. A. 
Paterson, R. A. 
Pearson, J. K. L. 
*Quigley, P. J. 


Skillen, Ww. W. 
Steele, R. L. (P) 
Sutherland, W. R. 
Taylor, G. B. 
Taylor, J. M. 
*Thain, R, I. 
Traub, L. D. 
Watson, M. (P) 


* Denotes second class honours. 
(H) Denotes credit in Histology and 


Embryology. 


(P) Denotes credit in Physiology and 


Biochemistry. 


Tuirp YEAR: 
Anderson, A, C. (A) 
Auld, R. (A) 
Brown, J. (Airdrie) 
Caidwell, W. D. 
Crosbie, Andrew 


Douglas, Robert 
Forbes, D. A. (A) 
Kinney, J. A. H. (A) 
Lambie, Gavin 
Lauder, I. M. (A) 





McCance, C. B. 
MacKinnor, I. J. 
Paterson, A. B. (A) 


vo. 29. VoL. 51. 917 


Shaw, D. B. (A) (P) 
Steele, Jas. 
Swanney, J. M. 


(A) Denotes credit in Anatomy. 
(P) Denotes credit in Pharmacology. 


Edinburgh 


SEcOND YEAR: 
*Bargh, G. R. 
Bowie, D. D. P. (P) 
Brotherstone, J. G. (P) 
Burns, M. (H) 
*Colson, H. W. 
*Comline, R. S. 
Comrie, lan (P) 
Dougill, G. P. 
Ellse, J. B. 
eee John (P) 
Gillespie, A. C. (P) 
Gracey, J. F. (P) 
Greig, W. A. 
Guilbride, P, D. L. (P) 
*Hamilton, James 
Hanson, B. S. 
*Harper, W. O 
*Hogg, A. H. 
Hunneford, J. N. 
Hunter, T. T. 
Hutchinson, R. A. 
Inglis, J. W. C. 
Ironside, C. J. T. (P) 


*Keswani, D. C, 
*Lang, 


James 
Lindsay, George 
Macdonald, D. W. 
Mackay, Robt. 
McTaggart, H. S. (H) 
Magnus, A. S. 
Marshall, W. S. 
Mulki, Fauzi (P) 
Newsam, T. J 
Oliver, D. F. 


*Parker, W. H. 


Pearson, C. B. 
Proverbs, M. B. (H) 


*Rodger, J. K. 


Rogerson, Thomas 
Shaw, W. B. 
Smith, James 


*Stenhouse, W. 
*Tait, William 


Tallantire, lL W. 
Wolfe, T. B. 


* Denotes second class honours. 
(H) Denotes credit in Histology, etc. 
(P) Denotes credit in Physiology, etc. 


Fourntu YEAR: 


Alton, G. G. (Paras) 
Birkett, J. D. 
Brown, G. F. 
Cameron, J. M. (Paras) 
Choudary, C, V. G. 
Conn, Edwin 
Constance, Llewellyn 
Corr, Raymond 
Dixon, R. J. L. 
Evans, W. E. 
Farrant, V. D. C. 
Gibson, T. G. E. 
Hayes, Harry 


Hebeler, H. F. : 

(wp aras) 
Hu, T. P. (Paras) 
Jones, Stanley 


Leslie, G. D. 


Arch, 
(Paras) 


McDiarmid, 


“McPherson, E, A. 


Milburn, W. B. 
Millar, James (Paras) 
Murray, E. G. 

Orr, A. E. 

Phillips, James 
Pullon, I. B. (Paras) 
Raises, M. B. 
Rennie, J. D. 
Robarts, D. L. 
Steele, H. S. 

Stuart, J. D. 

Taylor, G. R. 
Watson, James 
Watt, J. A. A. 
Wilkinson, Harry 


* Denotes second class honours. | 
(Paras.) Denotes credit in Parasitology. 


Fiera YEAR (FINAL): 
Abbott, J. B. 
Biggar, W. S. 
Calder, James 
Cameron, [. W. 
Campbell, David 
Campbell, J. G. 
Comrie, K. G. 
Crooks, S. J. 
Evans, Denzil 
Forbes, F. W. N. 
Graham, R. W. 
Henderson, D. C., 
Keppie, James 
Lofthouse, Frank 


McAinsh, Alastair 
Maclennan, A, J. 
Newlands, H. W. ¢ 
Owen, R. H. 
Prytherch, H. E. 
Randall, J. B. 
Robertson, R. R. 
Taylor, Alexander 
Taylor, J. I. 
Walker, R. B. 
Watson, J. F. 
White, D. G. 
Wilkins, J. H. 


(To be continued) 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


July 23rd—28th.—N.V.M.A. Congress ut Great 
Yarmouth and Gorleston-on-Sea. 


July 26th.—Annual General Meeting of the 
Ladies’ Guild (V.V.B.F.), at Great 
Yarmouth, 11 a.m. 

July 3ist.—Meeting of the Editorial Commit- 
tee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m. 


* - * + * 
THE YARMOUTH CONGRESS 
CLuB FACILITIES 


We have pleasure in announcing that the 
Chairman and Members of the Conservative 
Club, “ Quay House,” Great Yarmouth, will 
allow use of the Club during the week July 
23rd-28th to male members of the Association. 

The Club is situate opposite the front entrance 
to the Town Hall and entry can be secured by 
signing the visitor’s book. 


* x * * * 


UNITED PROFESSIONAL ACTION FOR 
P.D.S.A.P, SCHEME 

On Thursday, the 13th inst., a deputation 
from the N.V.M.A., consistirng of Mr, H. W. 
Steele-Bodger (President-Elect), Mr. T. L. 
Wright (Chairman of the Organising Com- 
mittee), Mr. L. Auchterlonie and Mr. G. N. 
Gould, met members of the BP.D.S.AL.P. Sub- 
Committee of the R.C.V.S. at 10, Red Lion 
Square. 

The deputation was welcomed by the Chair- 
man (Mr, G. H. Livesey), and at his invitation 
Mr. Steele-Bodger explained that the N.V.M.A. 
was most anxious that the sick and injured 
animals of the poor should receive the best 
possible treatment, and to this end,, it was 
willing, subject to certain conditions being ful- 
filled, to render every assistance to the 
P.D.S.A.P. 

Mr, Steele-Bodger said that the N.V.M.A. was 
definitely of the opinion that professional unity 
was essential in this matter and urged as 
a preliminary measure, the formation of a Joint 
Committee of the R.C.V.S. and N.V.M.A. in 
order to ensure effective collaboration. 

We are happy to record that, after discussion, 
it was agreed that the R.C.V.S. Sub-Committee 
should recommend the Council to agree to the 
appointment of a Joint Committee for the 
purpose of evolving a suitable scheme for 
collaborating with the work of the P.D.S.A.P. 
in its treatment of sick and injured animels 
and that, pending the decision of the Council. 
the N.V.M.A. Committee should proceed to 
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consider suggestions for such a scheme—parti- 
cularly in regard to the second of the four 
points of the R.C.V.S. and P.D.S.A.P. proposals 
—to submit to the proposed Joint Committee. 
We can now look forward with confidence to 
the solution of the difficulties associated with 


this many-sided problem. 
* a * a Bd 


LEGAL NOTES 
JuDGE’s STRONG COMMENTS IN ANTI-ABORTION 
Propvct ACTION 


At St. Albans County Court on July 11th, a 
Silsoe farmer, Benjamin James Burton, of Home 
Farm, West Park, holder of several notable 
records under the Bedfordshire Milk Supply 
Society, was defendant in an action for £45 for 
goods supplied, brought by Rayland Holdings, 
Ltd. Rayland doldings, Ltd., was stated at an 
earlier hearing to be a successor to B.S.L., Ltd., 
of St. Albans, and the product referred to in the 
action was known as “B.S.L.”—a_ preparation 
stated to be preventive of contagious abortion in 
cattle. 

Judge Hargreaves gave judgment for Mr 
Burton, with costs. 

Mr. H. T. Baskerville, counsel, was for Mr. 
Burton, and Mr. E. Springhall for the plaintiff 
company. 

The following is taken from a report of the 
proceedings appearing in the Luton News and 
Bedfordshire Advertiser:— 

Mr. Baskerville submitted that there was no 
evidence of a contract to purchase, and that 
Mr. Burton made a verbal agreement with a 
salesman to pay for the product if it proved 
effective in use; secondly, that a_ statutory 
offence had been committed by the company by 
holding itself out to be specially qualified in 
veterinary medicine; and, thirdly, that the goods 
were not suitable for the purpose named. 

“TIT submit that this treatment was a swindle 
from start to finish,” said Mr. Baskerville. “It 
is a most cruel swindle. People who sell these 
treatments know perfectly well. firstly, that 
farmers having charge of sick animals will be 
very loath to leave any remedy untried; 
secondly, that it is most damaging for farmers’ 
reputations for them to confess in public that 
their farm is infected with this very terrible 
disease, and that they will pay up or submit to 
judgment against them by default; and, further. 
they know that it means inconvenience to 
farmers to go to Couri and take witnesses.” 

During the action allegations were made that 
the company had held itself out to be specially 
qualified in veterinary medicine. This was 
denied by Mr. Springhall on their behalf, and 
Miss E. M. Thorn, secretary to the directors, also 
denied it in the witness box at the first hearing, 
at the previous Court at St. Albans. She said 
that the firm had an insurance scheme, but that 
as Mr. Burton did not pay within the required 
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time he was not covered by it. He had been 
credited, by error, with £2 10s. Od. in respect 
of a cow which did not respond to treatment in 
a previous instance, so that an account for 
£47 10s. Od. was reduced to £45, the sum now 
claimed. 

Mr. Sidney George E. Stevens, a London public 
analyst, gave the result of an analysis, and said, 
“From the weak solution given to the animal it 
appears doubtful whether every case would 
yield to treatment.” 

Recalled at the second hearing, Mr. Stevens 
said that he had not seen the product when 
freshly made. Some change might have 
occurred since it left the manufacturer. 

Dr. A. W. Stableforth, head of the division of 
preventive medicine of the Royal Veterinary 
College, called for the defence, said the disease 
on Burton’s farm was the ordinary form of 
contagious abortion. If the medicine were given 
as prescribed, the concentration of the solid 
matter to body tissue would be 1 in 5,000,000. 
It was ridiculous to say that a concentration of 
1 in 5,000,000 of any known substance could 
have any effect. Contagious abortion was a 
fluctuating disease and the rate came down as 
a normal fact if nothing was done. If one 
“drenched ” cattle with water at the top of the 
peak it would frequently happen that the 
disease would fall off. 

“No CERTAIN PREVENTIVE ” 

Continuing, Dr. Stableforth said that remedies 
had been wrongly credited with preventing con- 
tagious abortion in the past, for that reason. 
The general opinion throughout the world was 
that there was no certain preventive. If one 
had been discovered and made public, the pro- 
fession would know about it. 

In evidence, Mr. Burton said that he had a 
herd of 90 to 100 pedigree Friesian cattle, mostly 
kept at Wrest Park and some at Greenfield. He 
was a member of the Bedfordshire Milk Record- 
ing Society. In nine years he had held first 
position for average production of his herd six 
times, and also individual yield records. He 
could pay the account if he wanted to. 

Mr. Burton said that he made up his mind to 
have nothing to do with the insurance scheme 
because he thought it was a “ very clever bait.” 
He said he would use the product, and if it 
succeeded he would pay for it, but otherwise he 
would not. The salesman eventually agreed to 
treat the cattle on that understanding. 

To Mr. Springhall, Mr. Burton said he bought 
no goods, but used them under the agreement 
with the salesman. He agreed that some of his 
herd had contagious abortion before he used the 
“drench,” and the point of the treatment was 
to prevent the others getting it. 

It had never been represented that plaintiffs 
were veterinary surgeons, but he thought they 
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were a reliable firm with a preventive for 


contagious abortion. 


JUDGMENT 


Giving judgment in favour of Mr. Burton, with 
costs, His Honour said, “I am quite satisfied 
that this action must fail because | agree with 
almost all the conditions put forward on behalf 
of defendant. I am not satisfied that this was a 
sale of goods at all, and it appears to be rather 
in the nature of a contract for service. The 
result of the treatment has been wholly value- 
less, and I feel quite satisfied from the very 
distinguished expert evidence that has been 
given that this stuff, rightly described as a con- 
coction, is completely valueless from the point 
of view of being effective at all on this disease.’ 

His Honour said that fraud had not been 
alleged, but added, “I feel satisfied that counsel 
for the defence is justified in describing it as a 
swindle. So far as clearing out this disease is 
concerned, this stuff is very little different from 
a concoction of coloured water.” 

His Honour said that it was unfortunate for 
the plaintiffs that they should sue a man like 
Mr. Burton, who was not only a man of sub- 
stance and able to defend himself, but ready to 
come out into the open rather than submit to 
judgment against him, though it meant exposing 
the fact to the public that he had suffered, 
through no fault of his or anyone else, from 
this disease on his farm. 

Paralysed Lambs: “ Unnecessary Suffering’ 
Prosecution.—At Southend County Bench = on 
July 12th, a farmer, Walter Brown, Brick House 
Cottages, Haven Road, Canvey Island, _ ided 
not guilty to an allegation that he had caused 
unnecessary suffering to five sheep by omitting 
to give them proper care and attention. 

Inspector Stephens, of the R.S.P.C.A., told the 
Court that on June 21st defendant was inter- 
viewed and told of certain allegations concern- 
ing the condition of sheep found near a barn at 
Scarhouse Farm, Canvey Island. Defendant 
replied that he had been there that mor ning and 
there was one dead ewe, which he put in the 
shed and intended to take home for burial. 

Near an old barn at the farm, added the 
inspector, was found a ewe, struggling on the 
ground and unable to get up. It was in a poor 
condition and appeared to be paralysed. The 
state of the ground indicated that the ewe must 
have been in that condition for some time. On 
the barn floor, which was filthy, were the car- 
cases of two ewes, which had been dead four 
or five days. Outside the barn was the carcase 
of a lamb, which had been dead for two days. 
It was obvious that it had been in that position 
struggling for some time before death. Follow- 
ing the arrival of the veterinary surgeon, the 
dying lamb was destroyed and post-mortem 
examinations were carried out. In a ditch by 
the field, the carcase of another lamb, which 
had been dead about two days, was found. The 
re of the trouble was a dise ase which caused 

ralysis of the limbs, and the animals just laid 
, and died of weakness and exhaustion. In 
the manger of an adjoining shed was found the 
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remainder of another three lambs. When told of 
the seriousness of the case, defendant admitted 
that he found one ewe on the 18th and put it in 
the barn, meaning to get a horse and cart to take 
it for burial. 

Mr. A. S. Watson, veterinary surgeon, said the 
animals were suffering from a. disease not unlike 
infantile paralysis. He agreed that the three 
lambs in the manger were probably stillborn. 

The Chairman: What treatment would you 
have suggested for the sheep concerned in this 
charge? 

Mr. Watson: There is no cure for progressive 
paralysis in young lambs. Humanity suggests 
that they should be destroyed as soon as they 
go down, 

The Chairman: Do they suffer pain? Or is it 
a case of stupor? 

Mr. Watson: The symptoms are probably not 
painful, but the animal affected lies helpless. 
Destruction would save it from pain and a 
lingering death. 

Mr. A. Bentall, another Justice: 
it a common complaint? 

Mr. Watson: I understand that farmers lose 
quite a few animals every year because of it. | 
am sorry I cannot give you a name for it, 
because there are several conditions attacking 
lambs which are only just being thoroughly 
investigated, though they have been clinically 
recognised. 

In evidence, defendant declared that one lamb 
fell in the ditch and was drowned. The others 
did not die from paralysis; because of wet 
weather their feeding was affected and they 
were “ blown-out.” : 

“ We hope you will regard the lives of animals 
in a different way in future,” the Chairman told 
defendant, who was fined £5 and ordered to pay 
four guineas costs. 


Do you call 





a ak ey oh * 
PERSONAL 
Birth—Martin.—On July 12th, at The Gables, 


Witney, Oxon, to Vera, wife of William Martin, 
M.R.C.V.S., a son (John). Both well. 

On Leave.—Messrs. Best, J. P. A. 
Morris and E, F. Peck have arrived home on 
leave from Nigeria, Northern Rhodesia and 
Somaliland, respectively. 


* * * * * 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 
Lovauran, John, J.P., Brookvale, Aughnacloy, 
Co. Tyrone. Graduated Edinburgh, May 30th, 
1892. Died July 12th, 1939; aged 80 years. 


Mr. Loughran was an ex-President of the 
Northern Ireland Division of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association and a_ well- 


known figure in veterinary circles in Ulster. He 
held the Commission of the Peace for over 30 
years. 


ROYAL (DICK) VETERINARY COLLEGE 


The registered members of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons who have been practis- 
ing in Scotland for twelve months preceding 
July ist, 1939, have elected the following gentle- 
men to serve as Members of the College Board 
of Management for the three years ending on 
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July 22nd, 1939. 


June 30th, 1942: Major J. Gillray McGregor, 
Paisley; Mr. Wm, Nairn, Blairgowrie, and Mr. 
H. W. Robson, Laurencekirk. 


* m * * * 


THE LATE SIR F. HOBDAY AND THE UNITY 
OF MEDICINE 
_In the course of an impressive tribute to the 
life and work of the late Sir Frederick Hobday 
The Lancet, as might be expected, deals more 
particularly with the above aspect of his mani- 
fold activities and, in this connection, observes: 
“On the evening of October 24th, 1923, Clifford 
Allbutt presided at a memorable occasion, of 
which the object was to celebrate the unity of 
medicine as a biological study. It was the first 
meeting at the Royal Society of Medicine of the 
section of comparative medicine. As physic was 
divorced from surgery and mind from body, so, 
said Allbutt, had mediaeval perversity separated 
diseases of animals from those of mankind. 
“We recall this occasion because it was the aim 
of Hobday’s later life to bring the animal medi- 
cine in which he had been bred and born into 
fruitful relation with human medicine. He was 
the first veterinary President of the new section. 
And it was not merely the utilitarian side of 
the relation which interested him. He was par- 
ticularly conversant with the diseases common 
to man and animals; his own work lay largely 
in that direction, and he had _ been highly 
successful in applying Listerian methods to 
veterinary surgery. But he was convinced of the 
place of veterinary science in the larger medi- 
cine, if only because the material of study, 
ranging over many general and even orders of 
the animal kingdom, was more broadly based 
than that of medicine, which observes a single 
species. It was this conviction which led him 
to devote the fund raised on his retirement to 
the inauguration of a chair of comparative medi- 
cine and of a doctorate open equally to graduates 
of the human and the veterinary branches of 
medicine. He had been invited by the Chadwick 
trustees to deliver a lecture on this theme which 
was to have been the crowning achievement of 
his life. All those who knew fim as friend of 
man and animals might unite to ensure that his 
purpose is still achieved.” 


* * * * * 
PROGRESS OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE 
RESEARCH 


In an editorial in its issue of July 8th, Nature, 
in reviewing the twenty-eighth report of the 
Development Commissioners, makes ointed 
criticism of the progress of foot-and-mouth 
disease research. After stating that the report 
contains a full account of the work on the 
disease, the article continues: “ This is one of 
the most serious and costly troubles in modern 
agriculture, and at present the only method 
known of dealing with it is to slaughter at once 
all infected animals. Slaughter is now com- 
pulsory; but, of course, compensation has to be 
paid to the owners, and the cost is very high. 
Successive ministries have ordered inquirics 
and carried out some investigations, and since 
1924 a sum of about £200,000 has been spent on 
this side alone. In these circumstances, it is 
really distressing to read that until recently the 
study of the disease was only on a temporary 
basis: that ‘ changes in the temporary scientilic 
staff employed—changes due, in part at least, to 
the resignation of young workers seeking more 
permanent employment than could be offered 
by a committee constituted for a temporary 
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inquiry—not only made the work very costly, 
but created something of a “hope deferred” 
complex in those, including the commissioners 
themselves, who were responsible for expendi- 
ture. This happened, not as one might think, 
200 years ago, but in 1933! One wonders what 
is the use of our costly educational system that 
produces a community in which such complete 
disregard of the need for scientific investigation 
is possible. Happily this particular difficulty is 
now overcome and the investigation is to be put 
on a permanent basis.” 





Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 

The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


a co K * * 
THE MEAT INSPECTION SERVICE 

To THe Eprror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—My attention has been drawn to your 
report in your issue of June 10th of Mr. W. C. 
Miller’s address to the National Nutrition Con- 
ference, particularly to his disparaging remarks 
concerning Medical Officers of Heaith and Sani- 
tary Inspectors. It is surely hardly in accord- 
ance with usual professional standards to attack 
members of other professions, 

Mr. Miller is reported to have said, “ The anti- 
quated system whereby the medical officer of 
health or the sanitary inspector (neither of 
whom has any specialised knowledge of animal 
health or disease) is primarily responsible for 
the inspection and seizure of unsound or 
diseased animal food products, and what is far 
more important, for: passing meat as fit for 
human consumption, still operates in many parts 
of England... .” He gives no reason for his 
use of the word “ antiquated ” and he is lament- 
ably wrong in stating that a sanitary inspector 
has no special knowledge of animal health or 
disease. . 

Before anyone can be appointed a_ sanitary 
inspector he must hold a certificate of qualifica- 
tion, which makes’ necessary considerable 
knowledge of requirements in the inspection of 
meat and other foods. Furthermore, the majority 
of sanitary inspectors now also possess_ the 
certificate of the Royal Sanitary Institute’s more 
advanced examination in the inspection of meat 
and other foods, f 

It is unfortunately true that “ there is_ still 
much meat prepared and sold for human con- 
sumption which is not examined by ‘ anyone,” 
but this is due only to the number of slaughter- 
houses and the lack of sanitary inspectors or 
other qualified officers, or of travelling facilities 
made available to them by local authorities. 
And it is a matter which for some years past 
this Association has been pressing upon the 
Ministry of Health for rectification. . 

The use of the phrase “ efficient veterinary 
inspection” by Mr. Miller is somewhat vague, 
but the implication would seem to be inspection 
by veterinary surgeons and that only by this can 
the food of the public be properly protected. 
While the value of veterinary inspection is fully 
appreciated by sanitary inspectors, such a con- 
tention would be grossly unfair; the sanitary 
inspector himself is quite qualified to protect 
food supplies. 








Mr. Miller’s conclusion that “the need for the 
extension of these (veterinary) services in the 
public interest is equally obvious” would there- 
fore be false if based on this exaggerated view. 
But perhaps, and I hope this is the case, Mr. 
Miller was expressing no more than the view 
that ante-mortem inspection is desirable, and 
with this, of course, sanitary inspectors would 
be entirely in agreement. 

Yours faithfully, 
W. B. JEPSON, 
Secretary. 
Association, 


The Sanitary Inspectors 
9, Grosvenor Place, 
London, S.W.1. 

July 5th, 1939. 
_ [Since this letter was received for publication 
it has come to our notice that a similar letter 
from our correspondent has been published 
elsewhere—a fact which, in the ordinary course, 
would have precluded its acceptance. However, 
the Editorial Committee had followed its usual 
practice of sending a copy of the letter, prior to 
its insertion, to the author of the paper criti- 
cised and, in view of our desire to remove any 
misunderstandings that have arisen, publication 
is made both of Mr. Jepson’s communication 
and Professor Miller’s reply.—E£ditor. | 


To THE Epiror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—lI should be glad if you would allow me 
to reply briefly to the letter from the Secretary 
of the Sanitary Inspectors’ Association, in which 
some comments are made that may otherwise be 
misunderstood. 

May I say at once that the paper referred to 
was written solely to illustrate wherein the 
members of the veterinary profession might con- 
tribute in various ways towards an improvement 
in general human nutrition. There was nothing 
further from my mind than to “ attack members 
of other professions,’ either individually or 
collectively. If any attack was intended surely 
it is clear that it was upon the system. (The 
relevant quotation is given by your correspon- 
dent.) In so far as statements of what L regard 
to be facts are concerned, I do not think that I 
am called upon to explain them further than to 
quote the sentence in parenthesis, viz.: “ neither 
of whom has any specialised knowledge of 
animal health or disease.” It should be noted 
that I did not make any “ disparaging remarks ” 
regarding the “considerable knowledge — of 
requirements in the inspection of meat and 
other foods,” which some sanitary inspectors 
doubtless possess. I desire to refrain from com- 
ment on this aspect further than to remind your 
correspondent that in the training of the modern 
veterinarian at least five whole years are 
devoted entirely to a study of animal health and 
disease in all their aspects, before the minimum 
qualification is obtained. 

see no reason to change the term “ efficient 
veterinary inspection,” nor do I see a need to 
qualify it in any way. The relevant sentence is 
as follows:— 

“Where, however, efficient veterinary 
inspection is carried out, a_ barrier is 
created to protect the public from the effects 
of consuming diseased or unsound animal 
food products.” 

From the last paragraph of his letter, I think 
your correspondent has tried to read into this 
sentence, which incidentally is the opening 
sentence of a new paragraph, some subtle attack 
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upon the members of the 


Sanitary Inspectors’ send away viscera, unless you 


July 22nd, 


1939. 


suspect swine 


association, which | can assure him was never fever, and surely if you have good grounds to 


intended, 


suspect it, this cannot 


be regarded 
other 


As touching the matters referred to in the last mental. It is the same with 


paragraph olf the letter, | quite agree that in the 


diseases, such as anthrax. 


as detri- 
scheduled 


public interests as well as in the interests of the As regards (2): the “other officials,’ are 
animals themselves, anle-mortem inspection is members of our profession highly skilled in the 
just as important a part of an ideal public health diagnosis of the scheduled diseases. have 
inspection service, as is inspection of the human found that their decision is educational, as il 
food products prepared trom the animals. has taught me, at any rate, to pay closer atten- 


Yours faithfully, 


Royal Veterinary College 
Camden Town, 
London, N.W.1. 
July 12th, 1939. 


DIAGNOSIS OF SWINE FEVER 
To THe Eprror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir, A recent correspondent considers that not one case have they 
Panel A praenease when asked to investigate or “ nay. 
suspected cases of swine fever are at a dis- I can see no object 
advantage, because: the ignorance of a layman by 

(1) They are supposed to make a_ posl- on a branch of our profession. 
mortem examination, send away viscera and, found the members of the 
like the Yorkshireman, say naught. help. | am afraid that 

(2) The final diagnosis rests with other ofli- anyone on Panel A, or Panel B, 
m .. ‘who are very often an unconse ionable are of home manutacture. 


lime making up their minds as to “yea” or 
‘nay,’ or even in giving an opinion at all.” 


Wa. C. MILLER. that every ulcer present is diagnostic 
i in admitting 


and Hospital, fever, and | have no 
that L think that t am now far better 


hesitation 


tion to the lesions present and not to consider 
of swine 


acquatintea 


with what constitutes swine fever and what does 
not, than if the decision had 
alone, as | know that in the past 1 have been 


sadly in error. 


rested with me 


I have not found that the members of my pro- 
fession responsible for the final decision are in 
any way lethargic in giving an opinion; and in 
declined to say 


* yea’ 


in attempting to rebul 


Ministry 


casting aspersions 


I have always 


anxious to 


any limitations which 
complains of, 


Personally I like a second opinion to back me 
up in these cases as I have yet to find an agri- 


Dealing with (1): although once taught that culturist willing to admit, if he can help it, that 
in cases of swine fever the odour of the faeces he has a scheduled disease on his premises. 
was characteristic, fF have been unable in_ the Yours faithfully, 


course of 25 years to differentiate a prevailing 


and diagnostic odour in such cases: and IL sub- Fe 
mit that to arrive at any opinion, a post-mortem 
examination is essential. It 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS, 1894 to 1937, ann AGRICULTURE 


Jothiemurchus,” 


is not necessary to St. Cross, Winchester. 


SUMMARY OF RETURNS 


ig 


D. Terr. 


ACT or 1937 (PART IV) 














Foot- 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth Parasitic § Sheep Swine 
Disease. Mange. Scab. Fever. 
Animals Out- 
slaugh- breaks | 
Out- | Out- tered as reported Out- Out- } Swine 
Period. breaks Animals | breaks diseased || by the| Animals| breaks breaks | slaugh- 
con- attacked.| con- or ex- Local |attacked.|| con- con- tered. 
firmed. firmed. posed to Authori- firmed. firmed. 
infection. | ties. 
No. No. | No. No. | No. No. No. No. No. 
Period Ith to 30th June, 1939 29 35 6 371 a t 5 155 106 
Corresponding period in 
- 21 31 2 2 i: — I I 39 3 
1937 27 29 | 1 131 3 3 5 51 30 
1936 5 5 —_— —_ | l 2 7 81 35 
Total Ist January to 30th 
June 1939 * ove 452 $91 it 5,623 31 70 152 1,051 652 
Corresponding a in 
1938 = oon 481 533 155 19,940 | 42 7 | J03 300 216 
1937 $11 172 ti 671 85 22 | 127 620 396 
1936 258 305 4 379 70 207 144 1,071 723 


Note.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 


Tuberculosis (Attested Herds) Schemes 


The number of Attested Herds, #.e. herds officially certified as free from tuberculosis, as at 30th June, 1939, was as 
follows :— ENGLAND 2,044 








Wates 4,188 ne ScoTLAND 1,798 


§ Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 


Torat (Great Britain) 8,'30 





